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The Name of Jesus 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


EARY and spent and fainting, 


For bitter had been the day, 
And rough the road I had traveled, 
At the foot of the cross I lay. 
No prayer could my spirit utter, 
No word my white lips frame, 
With only a breath there fluttered 
From my famished heart the Name, 





The sweet, dear name of Jesus, 
I whispered that,—no more ; 
But straight there thrilled an answer 
Deep to my being’s core. 
Soul of my soul was lifted 
'3y the wondrous strength that came, 
In an instant, swift from heaven, 
At the mention of the Name. 


The tears that from my weakness 
Fell slowly, one by one, 

Were dried by the gentle touch of him, 
The Father’s equal Son. 

*Twas God who stooped to help me, 
Whose help I dared to claim, 

When out of the depths I whispered 
The mighty, conquering Name. 

From the foot of the cross, then onward, 
I took my way at length ; 

Not now in pain and feebleness, 
But on from strength to strength, 

For love had given me courage, 
No foe my face could shame, 

By faith my soul had spoken, 
In its hour of need, the Name, 


New York City. 


% 


wditorial 


Stedfastness is a sure power. 
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An 
evenly true and well-directed Chris- 


A Good Life 


tian life is likely to be of larger usefulness than one 
pf merely spasmodic deeds. A magazine article, or 


book, may contain good things, and yet be a poor 





sort of book or article. 
deeds, and yet be a very poor sort of life. 


So’a life may show good 
A defi- 
nite goal, an unswerving purpose, and a steady 
energy, characterize the good life. 


% 


Answering a Child's Asking questions is one of the chief 

Questions occupations of an active, earnest, 
progressive child. He would not be a proper child, 
An- 


swering questions, or guiding a child in his finding 


or a hopeful one, if he did not ask questions. 


answers to his questions, is a prominent mission of a 
true parent. ‘The parent who does not recognize, 
and seek to do, this duty, is not a true and proper 
parent. and care and 


patience to be faithful in this line—or in any cther. 


Of course, it takes time 
Yet no parent can be loving and true toward a child, 
or toward God, who loves children more than does 
any parent, without taking an interest in a child’s 
questions, and being ever ready to make tender 
effort for their answering. 


b 


Dreaming or Failures in life are due oftener to 


Doing lack of determination than to lack 
of illumination. 
walk by it. We have an idea, but we do not work 
at it, restlessly or tirelessly, till it is a fact. 


We have new light, but we do not 


The air 
Our hearts are 
haunted with good intentions and bright ideas never 


is full of ghosts wailing for bodies. 
carried out. Our diaries are wanting in periods, 
full of unfinished sentences. Better one idea car- 
ried out, walking on the ground and working in the 
world, with real hands and feet, than a dozen beau- 
dreams. 


tiful fancies,— than a hundred beautiful 


Challenge the next fine idea or inspiration that 
comes to you. Examine it, take it in hand, give it 
embodiment, or the strength of your will and the 


craft of your life will vanish inte thin air. 
< 


To master the study of the Life of 
A New Era Begun , eas 
Lives, so far as human ability can 


go, is no mean goal to obtain. Never before has 
there been such an opportunity for Sunday-school 
workers to do just this as the new year now offers. 
The present issue of The Sunday School Times con- 
tains more practical help to the profitable study of 
the first lesson in the noteworthy new series than 
any issue of this paper in its history has ever con- 
tained on the subject of Christ’s life. In this re- 
spect it is an epoch-making issue. The needs of 
the Bible student of all kinds and grades, whether 
general reader, Home Department member, teacher 
of a primary, an intermediate, a junior, or a senior 
class, leader of a teachers’-meeting, or superinten- 


dent of a school, are all recognized and given a place 


in the new Lesson Helps which characterize these 
pages. May the vast army of Sunday-schooi workers 
and Bible students gain inspiration at the thought of 


the new possibilities opening before them, and, in 
loyal gratitude to the faithful, unseifish labors of the 


International Lesson Committee who have made 


this new era possible, press onward in the greatest 


advance in Bible study that the world has yet known ! 





A Habit Worth ‘There is a quality about all we do 


Forming to please our Father that redeems 
the lowliest task from insignificance, puts hope in 
the most monotonous duty, and dignifies the small- 
est annoyance. If we think of life as our opportu- 
nity in which to form the habit of doing everything 
to please him, nothing is trivial. The care of our 


bodies, 


books, papers, tools, keeping accounts, meeting en- 


the orderly arrangement of our clothes, 


to 
servants, thoughtfulness for the aged, gentleness to 


gagements, politeness to strangers, kindness 
children, our manners at home, abroad, in church, 
in society,—all are opportunities of showing whose 
we are and whom we serve. Whether we €at or 
drink, give or receive a cup of cold water, or what- 
ever we do, we can strengthen the habit of pleasing 


God. 
it will outlive life, and keep pace with eternity. 


This is the habit best worth cultivating, for 
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How Shall we Study the 
Life of Christ ? 


most practical matters, the end determines the 


is 


How to do anything well will usually depend upon 


means, and the means determine the method. 


the worker’s knowing for what end he is doing it, 
and making everything subserve that specific end, 
This applies to the study of the life of Christ, to 
which eighteen consecutive months are devoted in 
the new scheme of the International Lessons begin- 
ning January, 1900. 

- In entering upon this prolonged study, it is of the 
first importance to know what end we should have 
in view. When that is perceived, there will be less 
difficulty in choosing the proper methods of attain- 
ing it. Stated familiarly, the chief end of studying 
the life of Christ is to become better acquaitted 
with Him personally,—personally so far as he is 
concerned, and personally so far as we are con- 
cerned. This acquaintance with him as a real per- 
son is the basis of faith and love, or that living trust 
in him which enables his saving power to work in us. 
Since our Lord was revealed in history, aman among 
men ; since it was by coming in contact with him as 
the son of Mary that his disciples learned, not only 
to trust him, but to recognize him as the Son of 
God, 


with him must be by historical study of the Gospels, 


the proper means of becoming acquainted 


which are the only authentic records of his life on 
earth. Otherwise the Christ of our thoughts will be 


a creature of fancy, not the real Person whom we 


should know and trust and love. 

The only way to know any historical person is by 
means of historical study, but there is a very impor- 
tant difference between this Person and all others, 
which furnisl a special reason for careful and 
exact appreh ion of the Gospel narratives. When 
we read t ; of noted men, it is to discover 
what they weve ; at most, we hope to learn some- 


thing from their experience, to profit by their ex- 


ample. But in studying this life we are seeking to 


know what this Person /s, not merely what he was ; 


we ought to be coming, through the Gospels, into 
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present and real fellowship with him. For the story 
ef his life on earth reveals what he now is, sitting at 
the right hand of God. The Incarnation was not 
an episode, but a permanent fact. Accordingly, in 
a proper sense, this life is the only one we can study 
with the end of becoming better acquainted with its 
subject, these are the only narratives which combine 
historical fact with present reality. It is very im- 
portant to know what Paul was, but it is vita! to 
know what Jesus Christ is. Hence, with great pro- 
priety, the lessons in the series include more than 
the life of our Lord on earth. The second quarter 
for 1901, closing the series, is devoted to the risen 
and ascended Christ, the whole culminating in the 
prophecy of the new heaven and the new earth, the 
promised victory of this same Person, who taught 
and wrought in Galilee, and who died on Calvary. 
Such a selection assumes that we are studying the 
Gospels in order to become better acquainted with 
this living Redeemer, who, after his ascension, 
said to Saul of ‘Tarsus, ‘‘I am Jesus of Nazareth.’’ 

‘Yhis end, moreover, furnishes a constant impulse 
In the 
spiritual life, back of all human motives, the Holy 


to study, and impulse is constantly needed. 


Yet this work 
The 
Holy Spirit impels us to consider ‘‘ the Apostle and 


Spirit moves, giving the real power. 
of the Holy Spirit is not magical, but dynamic. 
’ 


High Priest of our confession’’ by creating and 


maintaining the desire to know him. As we grow 
in real acquaintance with him, the impulse grows. 
It is the work of the Holy Spirit, but it is truly human 
in its manifestation. 

With this end in view, and with this impulse 
moving us, we can readily see how we should study 
the life of Christ. 
acquainted with others, we seek their society, we 
Only 
when we know the real person is there a permanent 
basis for friendship, esteem, affection, trust. Blind 
fatal. Hence accuracy in study 
ought to be the result of a desire to know more of 
Jesus Christ. If there is any doubt as to the exact 
language of the record concerning him, any question 


When we would become better 


learn what we can of their views, their doings. 


attachments are 


as to the exact sense of that language, we should 
seek to know the truth, not simply for the sake of 
accuracy, though that is a sufficient reason, but 
chiefly for the sake of our knowledge of Christ. 
Only by exact knowledge can we have the intellec- 
tual basis for a real and growing acquaintance with 
him. If, however, in attention to minute details, we 
lose sight of the Lord himself, the true purpose of 
our study is defeated. A clear perception of the 
chief end keeps the Lord in sight. 

Keeping him in sight, we are guarded against the 
abstract, purely dogmatic method of study, which 
has been Earnestly desiring to 
become better acquainted with him through the 


all too common. 


Gospel, we are less concerned about formal state- 
ments regardirg his Person and work, and more 
eager to be in fellowship with him, to appropriate 
the blessings of his work on earth. Such statements 
have great value, but to know Christ is more than 
to know about Christ. 

This end of study puts the historical method in 
the foreground. While careful to be exact in deal- 
ing with single texts, we get a proper perspective in 
There are 
many truths taught in the Gospels, more by events 


looking at the narrative as a whole. 
and their relations than by didactic utterances. The 
sequences of a given period, often of a single day, 
reveal the Lord in some new and attractive light. 
Indeed, there are some large views of him and his 
loving-kindness that are best obtained by reading a 
Gospel through. For example, a good woman ina 
morbid condition of mind once inquired of the 
writer for some ‘‘ texts’ 


’ 


adapted to encourage her. 
The reply, and one that proved useful, was this: 
** Do not look for single texts ; take,one of the Gos- 
pels, read it through with this question in mind, ‘Is 


this Jesus Christ the kind of person who will help 
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me and care for me, whom I ought to trust?’”’ 
Her difficulty was not about the divinity of Christ, 
or the trustworthiness of the Gospels, or the plan of 
salvation, but the personal one, whether Jesus Christ 
would save her, and what she needed was to have 
her thoughts turned away from herself, from morbid 
reflection on her sins, to the real personal Re- 
deemer. 

These suggestions are designed for Sunday-school 
teachers and Bible students, who are assumed to 
have some knowledge of Jesus Christ, such as en- 
ables them to believe in him. But they are, to a 
large extent, pertinent for all. If any one is con- 
scious that he has no real faith in Christ, then the 
human means that lead him to faith must be such 
acquaintance with Jesus Christ as can be derived 
only from the study of the Gospels as the story of 
the real Christ who is now the object of faith, If 
any are perplexed about the theory of regeneration, 
have been led to wait for some mysterious influence 
of the Holy Spirit, let such remember that the Holy 
Spirit uses the truth about Christ. 


This truth about 
Christ is mainly recorded in the Gospels. Any 
real work of the Spirit will be accomplished by the 
use of the means which bring Christ before our 
thoughts. These are to be found in the story of the 
life of Christ. No study is more important, then, 
than this; none has a higher end ; none deserves 
more patient application, or is attended with more 
blessed results ; and for none other can we expect 
more confidently, as, indeed, for none other do we 
need more constantly, the illuminating power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
x“ % % 


Motes on Open Letters 


Principles, as stated in the Bible, 
either Old Testament or New, abide 
through changing generations, Prac- 
tices, of patriarchs or prophets or other Bible personages, 
may be approved or disapproved according to their 
correspondence or their disagreement with these abiding 
principles. There is only one personality in the Bible 
record whose example is in unfailing accord with right 
principles at every point. 


Old Testament 
Characters Not 
Always Safe Guides 


To have this fact ever in 
mind will save worry over many a question in the Bible 
story. In this there is help for a Canadian correspon- 
dent who writes : 


A question puzzling our normal class was, '' Even good men, as 
Gideon and Samuel, built altars and offered sacrifices (judg. 6: 
24; 1 Sam. 7: 9) contrary to the letter of the law of Moses, but 
obeying its spirit." Will you kindly help us by giving your defi- 
nition of it in your columns, and oblige a constant reader ? 

The form of the question is the answer to the question. 
The spirit of the service commanded in the Levitical 
law is manifested by Gideon and Samuel, while the letter 
of that law is not conformed to. 
the fact as it is. 


We have the record of 
It is for God to judge how far the per- 
sons spoken of were justified in his sight. 
called to do this. 


We are not 


x 


Proverbs 
23 : 29-35, entitled '* Woes of Intem- 
perance,’’ occurs the passage, as it 
is rendered in the Authorized Version, ‘‘ Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth its color in 
the cup, when it moveth itself aright." On one of the 
figures in this passage an interested English correspon- 
dent writes : 


In a recent lesson from 


Red Wine Moving 
Itself Aright 


As an appreciative reader of The Sunday School Times, I 
should like to draw your attention to an explanation of the ex- 
pression contained in Proverbs 23 : 31, where, referring tc wine, 
it says, ‘‘ when it moveth itself aright." The explanation, which 
to me seems an extremely plausible one, and evidently not very 
well known, is given by Professor C. V. Boys, F.R.S., Assistant 
Professor of Physics at the Royal College of Science, South Ken- 
sington, London, in a book entitled ‘‘Soap Bubbles,'’ and pub- 
lished by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. After 
referring to some phenomena of surface tension, he says, on pages 
37-39: *' This difference in the strength of the skin of alcohol and 
of water, or of water containing much or little alcohol, gives rise to 
a curious motion, which you may see on the side of a wineglass 


in which there is some fairly strong wine, such as port. ‘The 
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liquid is observed to climb up the sides of the glass, then to gather 
into drops, and to run down again; and this goes on for a long 
time.’ After giving a physical explanation of the phenomenon, 
he goes on tosay: *‘ There can be no doubt that this movemen; 
is referred to in Proverbs 23:31. If you remember thet this 
movement only occurs with strong wine, and that it must have 
been known to every one at the time that these words were writ. 
ten, and used as a test of the strength of wine, because in those 
days every one drank wine, then you will agree that this explana- 
tion of the meaning of that verse is the right one. I would ask 
you also to consider whether it is not probable that other pas- 
sages, which do not now seem to convey to us any meaning what- 
ever, may not in the same way have referred to the common 
knowledge and customs of the day, of which at the present time 
we happen to be ignorant."’ It is some years since I first got this 
explanation of the passage referred to, and, on opening The 
Sunday School Times, ‘quite expected meeting with it there. 
To my mind, it serves as a splendid object lesson to a class on 
hidden meanings of Bible phrases, which only come to light with 
a wider knowledge on our own part. 

The phrase referred to is rendered in the Revised 
text, ‘‘ When it goeth down smocthly.’’ The suggested 
explanation has its value, however, as bearing upon its 
possible rendering. 
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From Contributors 


Christian Endeavor after Nineteen 
Years 


By Francis E. Clark, D.D. 


HE editors of The Sunday School Times have asked 
me to speak for the Christian Endeavor child of 
the church family now that he has.arrived at the mature 
dignity of nineteen years. In ordinary cases, this is not 
the age of the utmost gravity, or of the widest views on 
life, or of the most mature and well-considered judg- 
ment, so too much must not be expected of this nine- 
teen-year-old child as I attempt to give an account of 
him. 

Still, the age of nineteen is not an unattractive one ; 
it is fresh and bright and hopeful. The awkwardness 
of earlier youth has been worn away, and the strength 
and attractiveness of manhood are beginning to appear, 
It is the age of promise, to be sure, largely, but it is also 
the beginning of the age of achievement. It is an age 
from which the future life, pure and strong and sweet, or 
the reverse, can be predicted. 
perfection. 


It is far from the age of 
The virtues of the aged saint are not all 
apparent, but the trend and motive of life are plain, and 
can be detected in a movement as well as in the ‘lives 
of the individual young people who have entered 
into it. 

An Age of Vitality 

The young man or woman is never more thoroughly 
alive than at the age of nineteen. To the finger’s end 
he tingles with vitality. Even the sins and mistakes of 
which he is guilty are often more the evidence of super- 
abundant life than of malice or bitterness.’ He is 
attractive and interesting because he is so thoroughly 
alive. 

It can be said of the Christian Endeavor movement 
that it was never more thoroughly alive than to-day. 
From every part of the world comes the same good 
news of life, energy, activity. there is 
here and there a lagging society, an organization that 


To be sure, 


seems to have lost its first love, that has a name rather 
than a life of vigorous power. 

But these cases are comparatively rare, and, when 
found, it will be seen almost invariably that the lagging 
society is in a lagging church, that it has breathed too 
long the attenuated air of materialism and worldliness or 
indifference to the supreme claims of Christ which per- 
vades the whole atmosphere of the church ; or it will be 
found that the church and the pastor are utterly indiffer- 
ent to the young people, and allow them to struggle on 
as best they can, caring little whether their work lives 
or dies. 

But these cases of atrophy are so comparatively rare 


that they need not be given large consideration. Now 


Editor’s Note.—''‘ How They Endeavor in Foochow'"’ will be 
the subject of another article soon to appear in The Sunday 
School Times from the pen of Dr. Clark. He will start in Janu- 
ary on a journey to China, where he will attend a large Chris- 
tian Endeavor Convention in Foochow. What he sees thc~e of 
Chinese Christian Endeavor activities will be told in the coming 
arCcle. 
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and then one sees a feeble, washed-out, bloodless youth 
of nineteen, but this is not characteristic of that age, and 
it is not characteristic of the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment. The letters that come to my desk by the hun- 
dreds from young people and pastors alike almost 
invariably tell of vigor and joy in the work of the Lord. 
The new efforts of which I shall speak later are also 
indications of abounding vitality. The addition of a 
hundred thousand members during the last year, though 
the field has been so largely covered, is a statistical in- 
dication of some value, while the conventions of the 
past year, which, on the whole, have been more full of 
interest and living power than any that have preceded 
them, are a still more valuable indication of life than 
any figures that can be adduced. 


An Age of Hopeful Plans 

The age of nineteen is an age of hopefulness and of 
vision. 
built. Young men dream dreams, and I, for one, am 
glad that theydo. I would not give much for a young 
man who never indulges in a day-dream. Some of these 
castles are in the air, to be sure, and some are built in 
Spain, but some of them are found to have their roots 
. laid deep and well, and on these foundations in future 


It is an age when plans are laid and castles are 


It is not 
nineteen - year-old child of the 


years arises the fair and substantial structure. 
otherwise with this 
church. 

He, too, has dreamed his dreams and laid his plans 
for future endeavors some of which are to-day being 
carried out. 

‘« The Quiet Hour’’ is one of these plans which takes 
hold of the future as well as the present. It has become 
characteristic of Christian Endeavor. Not only is there 
a great army enrolled to keep the personal Quiet Hour 
of communion with God each morning, but the idea has 
pervaded the whole movement. The thought of quiet 
meditation and communion with God, so necessary’ in 
this stirring, bustling age, when material aims and 
commercial enterprises so abound, is beyond all calcula- 
tion in importance ; and the most gratifying indication 
that comes to me of the genuine life of devotion lived 
by a multitude of young people is from their glad accep- 
tance of this idea. 

‘«The Quiet Hour’’ at the great conventions domi- 
nates the whole assembly, and throws its gentle radianc@ 
over every session and illumines every heart. 

The plan for the world’s evangelization, too, has taken 
deep hold of the hearts of Endeavorers. 
the thousands 


It is shown by 
the 
and who are entering heartily into the 
movement’’ for 


who have enrolled themselves in 
«Tenth Legion,’’ 
‘« forward missions,—the movement 
that links the worker at home with the worker abroad, 
the money-maker in the great city with the faithful 
home missionary on the lonely prairie. 

This living link between the missionary spirit in the 
shop and store and the missionary spirit on the mission 
field is also the missing link, which, I think, has been at 

“last discovered. This thought ennobles the very idea of 
It lifts the commercial instinct from 
the muck of selfishness. It glorifies the meanest of pas- 


sions with a radiante almost divine. 


money-making. 


No wonder that a generous youth of nineteen should 
eagerly take to this idea that involves the evangelization 
of the world and the consecration of self ! 

The vision of fellowship, too, has come to the society 
in these later months as never before. There has been 
a larger growth in mission lands and in the countries of 
Europe than has before been known, and, doubtless, 
the first great World's Convention of Christian En- 
deavor, to be held next summer in London, to which 
thousands will go from the United States and Canada, will 
make this vision of world-wide sympathy between the 
deneminations and nations, so far as the Christian youth 
of the world are concerned, more real and intense than 
ever. 


An Age of Loyalty 


Peculiarly, I think, is the budding age of manhood 
and womanhood an age of loyalty and personal devo- 
tion. What hero worshipers have we like the young 


men and women? They have not come to see that 


their hero is made of very common clay. The college 
president, the popular professor, the beloved minister, 
the general in the army, the author, or leader in any 
alk of life, —how he is honored and loved by the young 
How tame and cold 


It 


yer whom his influence extends ! 





d calculating often is the devotion in later years ! 
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seems to me that the love of Christian Endeavorers, 
after these nineteen years for Christ and for the Church, 
has something of this rare quality of intense personal 
loyalty and devotion. A great multitude of them can 
sing of the church which they have come to love : 


‘¢ For her my tears shall fall, 
For her my prayers ascend, 
To her my toils and cares be given, 
Till toils and cares shall end.’’ 


Statistics can tell but little of this story of genuine 
heart love, but still they are not invoked in vain, for it 
has been found that in three of the largest denomina- 
tions which have most heartily accepted the Christian 
Endeavor movement the accession to the churches on 
confession of faith during the last fifteen years has 
been twice as large as during the previous fifteen years. 
This in spite of the times of spiritual dearth and desola- 
tion upon which many of the churches seem to have 
fallen ; in spite of the growing worldliness of the day ; 
in spite of the Sunday newspaper and the bicycle, which 
appeal most particularly to the young; in spite of the 
greater laxness of Christian parents, and what, I fear, is 
the growing indifference of a successful and prosperous 
nation to spiritual things. 

Some counteracting influences have been at work, and 
among them, I think, it is not boastful for the Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor to claim a mod- 
est place. With its high ideals of devotion and loyalty ; 
with its pledge, which never more than now is seen to 
be its sheet-anchor, binding it to outspoken confession 
and personal service ; with its joyous fellowship con- 
tinually enlarging ; with its new plans and fresh visions 
of a world redeemed ; with its hopeful optimism and 
youthful vigor,—this nineteen-year-old child of the 
church has some qualities, at least, to commend it to 
the love and confidence of the older portion of the 
church of God. 

Humbly it would ask for the blessing of the church, 
for the sympathy of all God's people, and for their 
prayers that it may enter upon a period of vigorous 
maturity with its ideals undimmed, its vigor unabated, 
its humility deepened, and its loyalty for Christ and his 
church ever the animating and dominant element in its 
life. 


Boston. 
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Latest Research in Bible Lands 
Edited ty Professor Dr. H. V. Hilprecht 


Palestine 


HE excavations of.the Palestine Exploration Fund at 
Tell es-Safi, on the first results of which I re- 
ported in The Sunday School Times of October 14, 
1899, have been continued by Dr. Bliss and Mr. Mac- 
alister to about the middle of July, when, in consequence 
of the summer's heat, the work had to be interrupted 
for a few weeks. On the basis of Dr. Bliss’s recently 
published second report are sketched the chief results 
obtained by the excavators from a large pit eighty feet 
long, sixty feet wide, and at an average twenty-six feet 
deep. 
What the Pit Disclosed 
of 


the foundations of buildings which ‘‘represent at least 


In the course their digging they came across 


four mutually excluding occupations.’ At a depth of 
from eighteen to twenty feet, three upright monoliths, 
standing upon foot-stones, together with the foot-stones 
of others, were discovered, apparently in their original 
positions. They consist of soit,-much weathered lime. 
stone, irregularly oval in form, and varying as to height 
from five feet ten inches to seven feet one inch, their 
tops, however, being almost in the same horizontal plane. 
To judge from a certain line of rough field stones con- 
necting, the three stones, and probably indicating a 
natural ground level, the three monoliths rose from only 
four to five feet above the surface, showing signs of rub- 
‘«In 
the debris south of the monoliths, at about the level of 


bing, at different places, of their exposed surfaces. 


the row of stones connecting them, was found a quantity 


of bones of camels, sheep, and cows.'’ Around these 
stones were grouped a number of chambers, in which 
Dr. Bliss and Mr. Macalister are inclined to find the re- 


mains of an ancient temple of the later pre-Israelite 
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period. According to certain evidences, the three stones, 
in connection with others which have disappeared, seem 
to have ‘formed a rude circle, which was an object of 
veneration, before the surrounding temple was built."’ 
This theory is doubtless correct. 

The objects found in the large clearance pit were 
comparatively few, aside from the pottery, lying in four 
strata, and representing different styles, from the most 
ancient forms of pre-Israelite ware (about 1700 B.C.) 
down to late Arab patterns. A large, fine, ornamented 
jar in buff ware, with strainer spout on the side, contain- 
ing thirteen holes, was found on the level of the sup- 
posed temple. Of the stone objects, a jar of black 
marble and a rude macehead, both discovered below 
In addition to 
the quantity of objects mentioned in a previous number 


‘«the temple level,’ may be mentioned. 


of The Sunday School Times as having been taken from 
a rubbish heap covering’ the ruined ancient city wall, 
there were found small antiquities of various kinds, in 
iron, bronze, and bone, which do not throw any new 
light on the question as to which ancient Jewish city is 
represented by Tell es-Safi. 


Babylonia 


The deeper the trenches of the Babylonian Expedition 
of the University of Pennsylvania descend into the 
lower strata of Nippur, the probable site of the biblical 
Calneh (Gen. 10: 10), the more important and interest- 
ing become the results obtained. The work of clearing 
the northeastern wall of the high-towering temple of 
Bel was continued with success during the summer 
months. Particularly numerous were the inscribed vase 
fragments brought to light, and almost exclusively be- 
longing to the pre-Sargonic period,—3800 B.C. and 


before. 


Signs of Wilful Destruction by Elamites 

As I showed in the second part of Volume I of 
our official University publication, this fragmentary 
condition of the vases is due to the wilful destruction of 
the temple property by the victorious Elamitic hordes, 
who, towards the end of the third pre-Christian millgn- 
nium, ransacked the Babylonian cities, extending their 
conquest and devastation even as far as the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea (comp. Gen. 14). From the earliest 
historical period down to about 2200 B.C., when this 
national calamity befell Babylonia, the large temple 
storehouse, with its precious statues, votive slabs and 
vases, memorial stones, bronze figures, and other gifts 
from powerful monarchs and governors, had practically 
remained intact. What, theréfore, is left of the demol- 
ished and scattered contents of this ancient chamber, 
as a rule is found above the platform of Ur-Ninib 
(about 2500 B.C.), in a layer several feet thick and 
about twenty-five feet wide, surrounding the front and 
the two side walls of the temple. The systematic clear- 
ing and examination of this layer, and of the huge mass 
of ruins lying above it, occupied the attention of the ex- 
pedition considerably in the past years, and was contin- 
ued with new energy during the past six months. 


Something the Old Plunderers M® sed 
In connection with our latest campaign, it has more 
frequently happened than formerly that larger and well- 
preserved antiquities, fortunate accident 


through a 


escaping the searching eyes of the plundering Elamites, 


have been excavated, Among the treasures thus re- 


cently rescued from their hiding-places, I mention a 
black stone vase measuring over two feet in height and 
nearly one and a half feet in diameter, doubtless a sacri- 
ficial vessel, bearing an inscription of eleven lines in 
beautiful characters, from which we learn that Gudea, 
the well known fa/csi (priest-king) of Lagash, in Southern 
Babylonia, presented it to the temple (about 2800 B.C.), 
This is the first monument of that powerful prince dis- 
covered in Nippur. ° Even more important is a circular 
marble slab nearly two a half feet in diameter and two 
and three-fourths inches in thickness, polished on the 
It 


slightly above the platform of Naram-Sin, once pre- 


one side and rough on the other. was found but 
sented by the latter himself to Bel, as the inscription of 
nine lines cut in the center of its rough side informs us. 
This slab becomes of value for the local history ef Nip- 
pur by the fact that it also contains the name of the 
patesi of the city at the time when Naram-Sin himself 
was supreme ruler (about 3750 B.C). Aside from in- 
scribed bricks and brick stamps frequently found in 
the temple enclosure, this marble plate is the first larger 
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monument of this king found intact in the ruins of 
Nippur. 

The other antiquities excavated include a model in 
stone of the peculiar plano-convex bricks characteristic 
ef the pre-Sargonic period, various kinds of pottery, 
carved shells, bronze nails and saws, a quantity of per- 
forated small disks of crystal, several complete and frag- 
mentary archaic cuneiform tablets of a very early period, 
seal cylinders, and a number of seal impressions on clay, 
which I could determine as belonging to the Sargonic 
period, and many other smaller objects of value and 
interest. 

It is expected that the clearing of the northeastern 
wall will be finished by the end of December. The first 
half of the new year will be chiefly devoted to a sys- 
tematic examination and excavation of the lowest strata 
at Nippur, for which purpose the present writer has per- 
sonally gone to Babylonia. 

Port Said, Egypt. 
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“Count Me In” 
By Mary D. Schaeffer - 


T was refreshing to hear a gentleman say to a com- 
pany of young people who were planning a new 
ergan for their Sunday-school, ‘‘I hear you are going to 
That's right ; count me in.’’ There 
was no waiting to be urged, not even to be asked, for a 
contribution, but a Voluntary offering of help that was 
much needed. 


buy a new organ. 


A financial agent for a needy church school was 
soliciting funds from various congregations. Just when 
he was most discouraged because of the small returns 
and many refusals, a lady in moderate financial cir- 
cumstances called upon him, and gave the largest con- 
tribution he had received for many days. 

She had not waited to be urged, not even to be visited 
and asked fer a contribution, but had virtually and sub- 
stantially said, ‘* Count me in.,”’ 

These and similar instances are particularly notice- 
able, because they are in such marked contrast with the 
spirit too commonly prevailing among Christian people, 
not only with reference to financial matters, but to al- 
most everything connected with church work. 
do we not more 

‘If they want 


Instead of a cheery ‘‘ Count me in,"' 
frequently hear such remarks as these : 
“Tm 
not going to that church any more ; no one pays any 
attention to me; 


any money from me, they've got to come for it ;’ 
"* «Yes, I taught a Sunday-school 
class, and took an active part in the Christian Endeavor 
Society while we lived in M , but since we've come 
here, mo one has invited us to those services, so I’ ve not 





” 


put in my appearance ;’’ ‘* Our pastor didn’t say any- 
thing to me about that literature committee, so he 
needn't expect me to do anything else.’’ 

The fields are white to harvest, but these should-be 
laborers are waiting to be greeted, appreciated, invited, 
urged,—not by the Lord of the harvest, but by their 
fellow-men. 

Many of us may not have enough money at command 
to say ‘‘ Count me in’’ to the numerous financial needs 
of the church, but there i$ no one who cannot offer a 
willing service in some of the many avenues of Christian 
work, 

What if we are not formally appointed on a committee 
for specific duty? Every Christian is a committee of 
one, divinely appointed to do the duty that lies nearest. 
If we are visitors in a strange church, let us not lay too 
much stress on the absence of greetings, but rather 
count ourselves in as one of Ged’s worshiping congrega- 
tion ; then we shall not be chiefly impressed with the 
cordiality, or lack of it, among that people. 

If we have moved into a new town, and entered into 
new church relations, we should count ourselves in, and 
Jet the people know we belong to them by our presence 
at the Sunday and week-night services, by our evident 
imterest in their various undertakings, and by our wil- 
lingness to go halfway to receive recognition and greet- 
ing. Such a ‘‘count-me-in"’ spirit is not offensive or 
presumptuous, believing itself equal to everything, and 
failing to recognize its limitations. It is rather the 
spirit ‘‘ that vaunteth not itself, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil."' It is like unto‘the spirit of Him who 
**came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. ' 


“hambersburg, Pa, 
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For Children at Home 


Kittie and Frank’s Christmas at Sea 
By, Eleanor Scott 


ITTIE and Frank had always been used to a Christ- 
mas with a Christmas tree and stockings ‘‘ hung 


by the chimney with care,’’ and cold weather, with per- 
haps snow, and a chance for a sled-ride. But the year 
they were nine and five years old, they had the most 
unusual kind of a Christmas. They were on a big sail- 
ing vessel, miles and miles from any land ; there was no 
possibility of getting a tree. Santa Claus and his deer 
would surely have drowned if they had tried to reach 
them, and, besides, there was really no chimney fit for 
him to come down. ‘There were not even any stores 
where there would be a chance to help Santa Claus hunt 
up his supplies. And the weather was hot,—oh, so hot! 
Kittie and Frank had not dared to go out in the sunshine 
for several days. 

But when Christmas Eve came, they hung their stock- 
ings by their berths (Kittie’s berth was right over 
Frank's), and then they whispered a good while, won- 
dering how anything could possibly be put in them, and 
they dropped asleep more than half afraid they would 
find them still empty in the morning. 

While they sleep, we will take a look at the other 
people on the ship. There were not very many, only 
the children’s father and one other passenger, a young 
man, besides the kind old captain, the mates, sailors, 
and the cook. But there were a number of animals. 
The captain had a pink-and-gray parrot, which came 
from away over in China, where some oné who spoke 
‘*pigeon English’’ had taught it to say ‘' Polly wants 
chow-chow.'' Then there were two monkeys, some 
white cockatoos, some chickens and ducks, and three 
big black pigs. But the best of all was a tiny deer, 
which came from Java. It was full grown, but hardly 
any larger than a fox-terrier. You can imagine how 
cunning it was, with its tiny little hoofs that pattered 
about the deck. 

The sun had hardly begun to send his first messengers 
up from the edge of the water when Kittie and Frank 
opened their eyes, and began feeling for their stockings ; 
and how they shouted when they found them full,— 
yes, full to overflowing, —and Kittie’s had a package tied 
on the outside of the toe. 

Kittie climbed into Frank's berth, and they sat tailor- 
fashion as they opened their treasures, Each took ovt 
a package neatly tied, one marked ‘ Kittie, from the 
chickens,"’ and one ‘‘ Frank, from the monkeys,"’ and 
each with the words ‘‘ Wishing you a Merry Christ- 
mas."’ 

Quickly they untied the strings, not saying a word in 
their eagerness, and found, when the first paper came 
off, there was another inside, and, when it came off, an- 
other inside of it, and still another, and another, until 
their faces began to grow solemn with the dreadful 
thought that maybe there was nothing but paper, after 
all. But no. Frank gave a squeal of delight. The 
monkeys had sent him what they loved best, —a banana, 
and, in another minute, Kittie found some rice from the 
chickens ; and the monkeys gave Kittie a big lump of 
brown sugar, and there were crackers from Poll Parrot, 
and corn from the pigs, and sweet potatoes from the 
dear little deer, and seed from the cockatoos, and a tiny 
bottle of fresh water from the ducks. Each had given 
of his own best store. Then there were some bright 
pieces of money from some of the grown people, and 
the bundle on the outside of Kittie’s stocking contained 
a little book of Longfellow’s poems, on the fiy-leaf of 
which was written under the names : 

CHRISTMAS, 18—~ 
Ship ** Etta Loring.” 
Therm. 82°. 
Lat. 5° 35’ So. ; Lon. 24° 30’ W. 

So, if you will look on your maps, you can find ex- 
actly where all this story happened. 

About eleven o'clock in the morning, the cook sent 
for the children, gnd said that early that day,. almost 
before light, he had heard a strange little voice calling 
his name, and on following the sound, and looking over 
the railing into the ocean, he sawa tiny gray-haired 
man, who called for a rope to be thrown him. This the 
cook did, and pulled the little fellow on deck, where he 
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stood dripping and shivering so that his teeth chattered, 
and he begged to be allowed to get in the oven to dry and 
warm himself, The cook said ‘* Yes,’’ so in he crawled 
and shut the door, and the cook went about his work, 
An hour or so later, the cook suddenly remembered the 
little man, and rushed to the oven fearing to find him 
burned to a crisp, but he had gone. In his place, he 
had left a nice round cake, with a straight line of icing 
down the middle, and Kittie’s name on one side and 
Frank's on the other. 

When the children had heard all the story and ad- 
mired the cake, the cook cut it exactly by the straight 
line, and each took a half and began to eat. Pretty 
soon Frank’s-teeth came to something so hard that he 
could not bite it, and he said, ‘‘ Mine has a bone in it.’’ 
But, when he looked, he found a bright ten-cent piece, 
and soon Kittie found one in hers. 

When they finished eating, they hugged the cook, — 
real bear-hugs,—and thanked him, although he insisted 
that he had nothing to do with the cake, and the wee 
man of the ocean had left it. 

Now you can believe the cook's story or not, as you 
like, but the rest is a true account of a Christmas far out 
on the big rolling sea. 

West Chester, Pa. 
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Spirit and Method 


What One School Does with a 
Supplemental Question Course 


dala since last April, when a bright New England 

Sunday-school superintendent commenced to give 
the readers of The Sunday-school Times the benefit of 
his long-tested experience in teaching the Bible by the 
skilful use of questions, ‘the Editor has been receiving 
letters from all sections of the country teiling of the 
practical benefit that was being derived from John B, 
Smith's ‘‘ Supplemental Question Course"* on the Bible. 

Among the most suggestive of these letters was one 
from a worker in a New York Sunday-school. At the 
Editor's request, he has written out a full description of 
the way in which his school has used the Supplemental 
Question Course to stimulate interest in Bible study, and 
in the school as a whole. 

‘«« When he writes, ‘I 
noticed it, anc. made use of it in a class of boys eleven 
to fifteen years of age. The pastor also noticed it, and 
sprung the questions on the school, after the regular 
lesson was over, and of course, after their drill, the boys 
of my class made themselves conspicuous by prompt 
answers, —in fact, the pastor had to invite them to give 
the others a chance some Sundays later. 

‘Some of the older ones wanted to see the questions 


the course first started,’’ 


in advance, and I] thought it not quite fair to make an 
exhibition of them every Sunday by plying them with 
questions which often required at least a little thought 
So it occurred to me that I could help them out by get- 
ting out the questions on a mimeograph. _ I did so auto- 
graphically at first, and later induced another member 
of the school, working in an office, to get out type- 
written stencil copies for me to print from. 
distribute fifty or sixty copies. 


We usually 
I revise the questions 
before getting out the copies by cutting out all answers 
and dropping all possible repetitions, and making other 
minor changes. My only aim was to enable the scholar to 
come fairly prepared. The questions could be asked, 
however, almost exactly as published in The Sunday 
School Times. 

‘« Sometimes the pastor could not remain at Sunday- 
school, and I was called upon to ask the questions, 
Then I asked the privilege of asking them at the open- 
ing exercises, because the scholars were then all together, 
and would not be again at the close of the school. - This 
was agreeable, and the questions are still asked during 
the opening exercises. Sometimes the superintendent, 
sometimes the assistant superintendent,.asks them. They 
often occupy only five minutes, and seldom more than 
ten. The responses, as a rule, are made by the school 
in general, and not by the teachers alone. Sometimes 4 
class is asked the question, and the rest are asked to keep 
still, then another class, etc. 1 think the next time I 
am asked to take charge of them I shall start about 
as usual, and then abruptly turn and ask the superin- 
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tendent a few alone, then a class, the teachers, pupils 
alone, all together, possibly an individual or-two, and, 
by so skipping around, perhaps stimulate all to come 
prepared, A great measure of the success lies in the 
enthusiasm shown by the questioner. He can provoke 
erthusiasm or the reverse. The school, as a whole, has 
certainly made good progress in general biblical knowl- 
edge through the use of the course. It has also helped 
to keep us out of a rut. 

‘Our pastor noticed that often some who could not 
remain to the regular exercises would remain until after 
the review questions had been asked, and so he would 
be at the door and hand them the questions for the 
coming Sunday as they passed out. I enclose a copy of 
the questions given out one Sunday in October. On the 
front page, the invitation is intended for individuals to 
use by signing their own names after properly dating 
and addressing. 

‘‘Our school, the Manlius Baptist, is a small one of 
an average attendance of about seventy-five, The popu- 
lation of Manlius is twelve hundred, and there are three 
other churches, The attendance of ninety on the Sun- 
day in question was the best in some time. I can’t say 
how much the review questions had to do with that."’ 
The first page of the leaflet used is as follows : 





Baptist Church, Manlius, N. Y. 
E. E. Ford, Pastor 
OCTOBER . . 1899. 


DEAR FRIEND: 

I shall be very much pleased to have 

| you visit our Sunday-school next Sunday, for, al- 

| though there will be no unusual exercises, I feel sure , 
you will enjoy our regular program. Inconnection | 
with the usual lessons, each Sunday we have “‘ sup- | 
plementgl'’ review questions, which are very interest- | 
ing, as you will see by those for next Sunday, on the | 
next page. Please come. 


The fourth page of the leaflet contains a notice of the 
regular church services, while the two inside pages give 
the questions, as follows : 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1899. 
Review Questions and Bible Exercises 


1. Recite the entire list of New Testament books. 
Try till you can do it easily. Reeite them backwards. 
2. Open your Bibles at the middle book. What 
book is it?) Try again. 
| 3. Open to Matthew, and stand up. 
| Malachi. 





Open into 
Genesis. Revelation. | 
Hebrews 11:6. Revela- 


Read it. James 4:7. 


4. Find 1 Corinthians 15. 
tion 2: 29. Romans 6: 23. 
Colossians 3: 2. 

s. Find Exodus 20 : 
Read it together. 


15, and raise your Bibles. 


| 6. Turn to Exodus 20: 8, Deuteronomy 15: If, 
| Psalm 1:4, Psalm 124: 2, John 29: 3, and Proverbs 
er 83 

7. How many books in the Pentateuch? Narvee 
them. Of what chosen nation does Genesis tell the 
beginning ? 

8. What book tells of the Israelites going out of 
Egypt? Which-is a census 600k ? Which book isa 
book of /aws, and named after a tribe of Israel? 
Which is a revéew book ? 

g. Name the books of the Pentateuch again. Name 
| them backwards. Who led Israel out of Egypt? 
Through what sea on dry land ? 

10. What king pursued them? | 
| With what result ? 
| 11. Questions on to-day's lesson. | 





What people? 





A New Course in Book Form 

Along with such testimony as this to the usefulness of 
the course have come valuable suggestions as to how it may 
have increased value and convenience to Sunday-school 
workers. It is in response to some of these suggestions 
that. preparations are under way to issue in booklet form 
a new course of supplemental questions on the Bible, 
prepared by Mr. Smith, based on what -has already ap- 
peared in The Sunday School Times, but entirely recast 
and greatly improved. It will now be possible for a 
superintendent to have the entire course of fifty-two les- 
sons before him at once. He can slip the little book 
into his pocket for study or reference at odd moments. 
He can start his school in it at any time of the year, 
and, if he is obliged to miss a Sunday for any reason, 
he can go right on with the course where he left off, as 
the lessons ip. the book will have no reference to any 
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date, but are merely divided into quarters for conveni- 
ence. The new supplemental question course in book 
form will be issued from the office of The Sunday School 
Times, and full particulars as to its price, and how it 
may be obtained, appear in the advertising columns of 
this paper. 
Philadelphia. 
“x % %&% 


‘‘No Christmas Entertainment 
this Year”’ 


ONVENTION halls resound with the eloquence of 
speakers who strive to tell us how to hold young 
people in the Sunday-school without the Christmas 
inducements ; the religious papers have articles on the 
subject continually ; while the teachers’-meetings are 
made most familiar with ‘‘ solutions’’ of the problem, 
and yet, after all has been said, the old question comes 
to the front again as if it had never been discussed, 
One good example, however, of a school which really 
does bring out practically its whole membership, speaks 
louder than all the theories born and bred in the 
study. This school is none other than one whose pastor 
has become world famous through his living among the 
lowly in order that they might teach him how to live for 
them. 

The author of ‘‘In His Steps,’’ the Rev. Charles M. 
Sheldon, is pastor of the Central Congregational Church 
of Topeka, Kansas, and writes as follows in answer to 
the question as to how his Sunday-school secures so 
high an average attendance as has been reported : 

‘«Our total attendance for forty-seven Sundays in 
Sunday-school for 1899 was 9, 348, an average attendance 
of 198. 84; largest, 250. We 
count our regular enrolment for 1899 at 210. Ido not 
The teach- 
We have no picnics 
No Christmas entertainment this 


Smallest attendance, 


know that we enjoy any peculiar methods. 
ers are consecrated Christians. 
“or entertainments. 

year.”’ 
“2% 


If Nehemiah had been a Sunday- 
School Superintendent 


By Hugh Cork 


State Superintendent of House-to-House Visitation 
E would have brought some excellent qualifications 
to the office. 


1. Interested. (Neh. 1 : 2) ‘' Asked concerning Jews and Jeru- 


salem. 
. Meditative. (1 : 4) ‘‘ Sat down.” 
. Sympathetic. (1 : 4) ‘‘ Wept and mourned.” 


Self-denying. 
Prayerful. (1 : 5-11) ‘‘ Pray day and night.” 
Popular. (1: 


(x : 4) ‘* Fasted.” 


11) ‘‘ King’s cupbearer."’ 
. Courageous. 
Persistent. 


(4 : 1-3, 6) ‘‘ Could stand sneers."’ 
(6 : 3) ‘‘ Cannot come down."’ 
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II. He would have desired to be properly appointed 
and supported by the church, 


1. Appoinsed by proper authority. (2:6) ‘It pleased the king 
to send me."’ 

2. Official co-operation granted. (2:7) ‘‘Governers beyond." 

3. Proper equipment provided. (2 
forest."’ 


: 8) ‘‘ Timber from the king's 
4- Competent assistants appointed. (2:9) ‘‘ The king sent cap- 
tains and horsemen with me."’ 


III. His first work would have been to study the con- 
ditions. 


tr. Quietly. (2: 12) ‘‘ In the night.”’ 


2. Deliberately. (2: 
3. Carefully. 


11) ‘‘ Was there three days.’ 
(2 : 13-15) ‘‘ From gate to gate." 


IV. His first testimony would have been : 


(2:17) ‘* Dis- 


1. Aplain statement of the case to the officials. 

tress,’ ‘‘ waste,’’ ‘‘ burned,"’ ‘‘ reproach."’ 
2. Exhortation to better things (2 : 17) ‘‘ Come, let ws build.’’ 
3. Encouragement of help. (2 : 18) ‘‘ Hand of the Lord," 


‘king's words."’ 
V. He would have satisfied himself that his associates 
meant business. 


1. Indicated by their words. (2: 18) ‘Let ws rise up and 
build 
2. Manifested by their preparation for service. (2:18) ‘* They 


strengthened their hands for the work. 


VI. He would have been guided by common sense in 
arranging his work. 
1. Teaching fofte. 
(1.) Chosen from all classes of society : 
(3: 1); ‘“‘jeweler’’ (3 : 8); 
* public officials ** (3 : 9); “ 


‘“* High-priest " 
‘druggist "’ (3 : 8); 


lay pre achers "’ (3 : I7). 
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(2.) Women as well as men (3: 12). 
(3.) Each would have a definite place to work: ‘‘ Next 
to him,"’ ete. 


2. Classes graded according to social as well as intellectual rela- 


tions: ‘* Priests"’ (3:1): ‘‘next men of Jericho" (3: 2); 
** Tekoites"’ (3:5); ‘‘jewelers’’ (3:8); ‘‘men of the 
plain '’ (3 : 22). 
3. Work assigned according to ability. 
“Valley gate"’ to Zanoans who lived in the valley 
(3 : 13). 
“Benjamin and Hashub over against their house’ 
(3 : 23). 


‘*Meshbullum over against his chamber"’ (3 : 30, ete.) 
4. Definite amount assigned each. 
‘* Unto the tower of Hananeel"’ (3: 1). 
‘*A thousand cubits on the wall’ (3 : 13). 
‘*From the turning of the wall into the door of the house 
of Eliashib "’ (3: 20, etc. ). 
VII. He would have made provision to hold all ground 
gained. 
By having faithful assistants (4: 18 ; 7: 2). 
By having a ‘‘ Lookout Committee '’ (4 : 16). 
By having each teacher, not only work, but watch (4: 17). 
Watch, not only during Sunday-school, but outside (4: 21). 
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Not simply on Sunday, but every day (4: 23). 
VIII. He would have made an iccurate enrolment for 
permanent reference. 
1. By individuals and classes (7 : 8). 
**The children of Parosh, 2,172." 
2. By departments. 
** Choir, 245°" (7 : 67) 
‘* Young people, 7,337°' (7 : 67). 
‘* Main body, 42, 360°’ (7 : 66). 
iX. He would have trained his school in giving. 
1. By setting a good example himself (7 : 70). 
2. By getting the church officials to do likewise (7 : 71). 
By looking for and crediting definite gifts from the scholars 
_ (7: 72). 
X. He would have used every means to strengthen 


& 


his school. 

1. Teachers’ -meetings (8 : 13). 
2. Roll of honor (10: 1-27). 

3. House-to-house visitation (12 : 27). 
4. Home Department (10 : 
5. Conventions (8; 1). 


28-39). 


(1.) Program long enough to accomplish something 
(8 : 18). 
(2.) Addressed by prominent men (8 : 7). 


(3.) Normal work exemplified (8 : 8). 

Nehemiah was a great success. So may you be, 
superintendent, if you plan as carefully. Learn well the 
lessons he has to teach, then adapt them to your own 
work, praying, as he did, ‘‘ Remember me, O my God, 
for good"’ (13 : 31). 

Pittsburg, Pa. 
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Teachers who secure home work on 
WOO THON TUNE, ge part of their scholars often need 
to send them reminders during the week as to what is 
expected on the next Sunday. Persistent work in this 
direction will very likely develop.a home-studying class. 
But sometimes the teacher himself forgets a piece of 
home study which he has promised to do for the class, 
One teacher in a mission school promised his class that 
he would look up for them the meaning of the word 
‘* sacrifice,’’ and suggested that one of his boys should 
remind him of his promise during the week. On Thurs- 
day he received this on a postal card ; 
DEAR FRIEND: 

Do not forget to find the meaning of the word “‘ sacrifice. 
Your friend, 


Where is the teacher who would not gladly have the 
tables turned in this fashion ? 


% 


A teacher who habitually comes to his 
One Way to Lose 


class 
Influence 


unprepared for his work as 

teacher is not only sure to do poor 
work, but also to subject himself to that kind of criticism 
from his class which is sure to interfere with even that 
good personal influence which he might otherwise exert 
over them. Joseph Carthel, the secretary of the Ala- 
bama State Sunday-school Association, reports a conver- 
sation overheard between two pupils who respectively 
describe their teachers as a ‘‘ quarterly'’ teacher and a 
‘¢ Sunday-school"’ teacher. The pupil who claimed to 
have a ‘‘ quarterly "’ teacher showed his scorn of one 
who calls himself a teacher, but yet cannot do any ques- 
tioning without reading from his lesson helps in the 


class. The moral is obvious. 
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1 And it 


decree from 


made 


the city of 





David, ) 


child, 
6 And so 






























































































































































unto you ; 





























. January 7.—The Birth of Jesus. . . 
. January 14.—The Child Jesus Visits Jerusale 
The Preaching of John the Baptist. . 
Ube Baptism and Temptation of Jesus . 

. February 4 

. February 11.- 
. February 18. 
. February 25. 
March 4.—Jesus Healing in Capernaum..... . 


. March 18.—Jesus at Matthew's House 


IGHTE 
voted to studying the life of Jesus. 
will be drawn from all the Gospels, and will be treated in 


Read Luke 1; Matt. 1; John 1: 


TEXT : 


COMMON VERSION 


those days, that there went outa 


that all the worki 


every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up 
from Gal’i-lee, out of the city 
of Naz’a-réth, into Judea, unto 


called Béth’le-hem, (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 


5 To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with 


they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her 
| firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and 
him ina manger ; because there 
was no room for them in the inn, 

8 And there were in the same 
country shepherds 


ait For unto you is born this 41 
day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord 

12 


12 And this sha// de a sign 


babe wrapped in 
clothes, lying in a manger. 


1Gr the inhabited carta. 


Lesson Calendar 


First Quarter, 1900 


The First Disciples of Jesus 
Jesus and Nicodemus 
Jesus at Jacob’s Well 
Jesus Rejected at Nazareth. . . . 


The Paralytic Healed 


Review. 


%% 


Lesson Helps 


. . Leake 2: 1-16 


. Lukes: 


43-52 


Luke 3: 1-17 
Matt. 3:13 t0 4:15 


John i: 


35-46 


. Jobn 3: 1-28 


. . Marks 


John 4 : 5-26 
Luke 4: 


16-30 


: 21-34 


Mark 2: 1-12 


Quarterly Pre-View 


EN consecutive 


The Grand Inaugural. 
First Lessons in the Temple. 


eur Lord's life as the four evangelists present it. 


Announced by God's Messenger. 


Entering upon his Work. 


Gathering his First Followers. 


A Follower from the Higher Classes. 


A Follower from the Lower Classes. 


Rejected by his Own. 


A Day's Work with the Sick. 


Sin Forgiven and Health Restored. 
Principles of his Work Illustrated. 


*% % 


Luke 2: 1-16 


1-18, 


came to pass in 1 


Cé’sar Au-gtis’ tus, 
should be 


taxed. 2 rolled. 
a (And this taxing was first enrolment 
when Cy-réni-is was Quirinius 
governor of Syr’i-a.) 3 Syria. 
3 And all went to be taxed, rol 


—_ 


into 
David, which is 
lehem, 


the 


wn 


it was, that, while 


be 


“ 


in 


laid laid him 


co 


abiding in 


Ye shall find the 
swaddling 


clothes, 


Or, might-watches 








themselves, 
to his owncity. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, 
Judaea, 
David, which is called Beth- 
because 
house 


Lesson 1, January 7, 1900 
The Birth of Jesus 


Thou shalt call his name Jesus. 
shall save his people from their sins.—Matt, 1: 


21. 


REVISED VERSION 


made 


the 


to 


he 
and 


there, 


Mark 2: 


And 


clothes, 

manger, 
cause there was no room for 
them in the inn. 
And there were shepherds 
in the same country abiding 


in 


13-22 


months are now to be de- 
The selections 


chronological order, so as to furnish a complete view of 
For 
the first quarter of this series the lessons, as a whole and 
severally, will be considered thus : 


The Great Worker at his Work 


In ali these topics the Golden Text of the quarter finds 
illustration, —‘* The Son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister’’ (Mark Io : 45). 


Memory verses: 8-11 


Sor he 


Now it came to pass in those 
days, there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, 
all ' the world should be en- 
This was the 


that 


first 
when 
was governor of 
And all went to en- 
every one 


city of 


was of 
family 
David ; to enrol himself with 
Mary, who was betrothed to 
him, being great with child. 
6 And it came to pass, while 

they were 

were fulfilled that she should 
deliVered. 
brought forth her firstborn 
son; and she wrapped him 
swaddling 
in a 


the days 


she 


and 
be- 


the field, keeping watch over in the field, and keeping 
their flock by night. 2watch by night over their 

9 And, lo, the angel of the 9 flock. And an angel of 
Lord came upon them, and the the Lord stood by them, 
glory of the Lord shone round and the glory of the Lord 
about them; and they were shone round about them : 
sore afraid. and they were sore afraid. 

ro And the angel said unto 10 And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I them, Be not afraid; for 
bring you good tidings of great behold, I bring you good 
joy, which shall be to all tidings of great joy which 
people. shall be to all the people : 


for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is § Christ the 
Lord. And this is the sign 
unto you; Ye shall find a 
babe wrapped in swaddling 
and lying 


* Or, Anointed Lerd 


of 


a 
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13 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, 


13 manger, And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly 


and saying, host praising God, and say- 
14 Glory to God in the ,, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, highest, 

good will toward men. And on earth 1 peace 
15 And it came to pass, as the among ?7men in whom 


them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Béth’le-hem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. 


the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shep- 
herds said one to another, 
Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this 
3 thing that is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found 
both Mary and Joseph, and 
the babe lying in a manger. 





!Many ancient authorities read peace, good pleasure among men. 
2Gr. men of good pleasure. %Or, saying 
In verse 11 the American Revisers would substitute “ who"’ or “ that”’ 
for *‘ which.”’ 
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Scripture Readings for Daily Study 
Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


Sun.— 4 Prophetic Picture of Christ (lsa. 57: 1-12. Compare 
Phil. 2: 5-11). His lowly birth (1, 2). Heis despised and 
rejected (3). Hle took our place (4-6). His déath and 
burial (7-10). His coming glory (11, 12). 

Mon, — 7he Forerunner Announced (Lukes: 1-25). The purpose 
of Luke's Gospel (1-4). The parents of John (5-7). The 
vision of Zacharias (8-12). ‘The annunciation by Gabriel 
(13-17). The sign given (18-25). 

Tues.— The Annunciation to Mary (Lukes: 26-56). The time 
and place (26, 27). ‘The salutation (28, 29). The promise 
of the Son of the Highest, and heir of David's throne 
(30-35). Mary's visit to Elisabeth (39-45). The song of 
Mary (46-56). 

Wed.—7he Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1: 57-80). 
birth of the Herald (57, 58). His God-given name (59-63). 
The sign fulfilled (64-66). The song of Zacharias (67-79). 
The childhood of John (80). 

Thurs.— Zhe Annunciation to Joseph (Matt. 1: 18-25). The im- 
muculate conception (18, 19). The angel's message (20). 
His name is Jesus, Saviour (21), The scriptures fulfilled 
(22, 23). The believing husband (24, 25). 

Fri.— The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2: 1-20). The time, place, and 
manner (1-5). The babe of Bethlehem (6, 7). The angels’ 
song (8-14). The shepherds’ visit (15, 16). The shep- 
herds’ testimony (17-20). 


‘The 


Sat.— 7he Word made Flesh (John 1: 1-14). He was, in the 
beginning (1-3). The life and light of men (4-9). He was 
rejected, and he was received (10-13). The incarnation 


(14, compare 1 Tim. 3: 16). 
Sun.— The Father Sent the Son (1 John 4: 1-21). 
fession (1-3). ‘The true test (4-6). 


The true con- 
Love is from God 









(7-11). The test of knowledge (12, 13). ‘The Father sent 
the Son (14, 15). We love because he loved (16-21; 
John 3: 16). 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTECEDENT Events.—Appearance of the angel 
Gabriel to Zacharias in the sanctuary (Luke 1 : 8- 
23); the annunciation (Luke 1 : 26-38); visit of Mary 
to Elisabeth (Luke 1 : 39-56); the birth of John the 
Baptist (Luke 1 : 57-79); the appearance of an angel to 
Joseph (Matt. 1 : 18-24). The last-named event may 
have occurred earlier. ~ 
PLaces.—Nazareth, now called en-Nisirah, sixty-six 
miles north of Jerusalem, in Galilee, among the hills 





Vol. 41, .To. 51 


north of the plain of Esdraelon, and fourteen miles wes, 
from the foot of the lake. Bethlehem, the city of David, a 
small place five miles south of Jerusalem on the road to 
Hebron. The traditional site of the birthplace of Jesus 
is a cave southeast of the village, where the empress 
Helena (fourth century) built a church. A Latin con- 
vent now occupies the spot. A mile east of this convent 
another church (now in ruins) was built by the same 
empress to mark the traditional site of the appearance 
to the shepherds. There is no historical evidence to 
support the identity of either locality. 

TimME.—Probably in the latter part of the year of Rome 
749,—that is, B.C. 5, though the true year may have 
been an earlier one. December 25 is not an improbable 
date, and may be accepted for convenience in the ab- 
sence of any definite data. The common (or Dionysian) 
reckoning places the dirth of Christ December 25, 754, 
making A.D. 1 begin March 25 of that year of Rome. 
Hence the eva is four years and three months later than 
the probable date of the Nativity, and the Nativity itself 
is placed five years too late, if December 25 is accepted 
as the correct day. 

PERSONS. —Mary was most probably of the same lin- 
eage as Joseph, of the family of David ; Caesar Augustus 
was the first Roman emperor, 

The only parallel passage is Matthew 1 
oth 


: 25 and 


- > 4 
Critical Notes 


Verse 1.—AUW the world; The Roman world; the 
margin of the Revised Version distinguishes this term 
from others rendered ‘ world.’’—Zuvolled: With an 
ultimate purpose cf taxation. Luke alone tells of this 
decree and enrolment, but his accuracy as a historian has 
been so often vindicated that his evidence here cannot 
be impugned except by positive contradictory statements, 

Verse 2.——T7his was the first enrolment: Another 
reading gives.the sense, ‘‘ This enrolment was the first,’’ 
but ‘‘ first made’’ is incorrect, since ‘‘ first’’ #s an ad- 
jective, not an adverb, and points to a second enrolment 
under Quirinius.— When Quirinius was governor of 
Syria: He was certainly governor (proconsul) of Syria 
ten years later. There are some indications that he was 
governor at a previous period about the time of the birth 
of Christ, If this could be proved, the verse would im- 
ply that there were two enrolments under Quirinius, one 
during each governorship. As Quirinius seems to have 
been in the East at this earlier period, it is held by 
many that he was acting as imperial legate superintend- 
ing the enrolment. The statement of Luke does not 
necessarily refer to a proconsulship at thistime. The 
verb is derived from the word hegemon, which was ap- 
plied to high Roman officials other than proconsuls, and, 
moreover, it means ‘‘to officiate as hegemon’’ rather 
than Other explanations are 
given, but the least probable one is that Luke has made 
a blunder. 

Verses 3-6.—Every one to his own city : In accord- 
ance with Jewish custom.—IVith Mary, who was be- 
trothed to him ; **Wife’’ is omitted in the best authori- 
ties, and the remaining phrase is rendered as above. If 
she was of the family of David, she aJso went to be 
enrolled ; but in her then condition she would be likely 
to accompany Joseph. 

Verse 7.—The simplicity and reticence of the narrative 
attest its truth. 

Verse 8.—The order of the Revised Version is correct. 


” 


‘*to be a’ hegemon. 


—Keeping watch by night: Or, ‘* night-watches,’’—so 
the margin of the Authorized Version. The climate 
would allow this in December. 

Verse 9.—An angel: Not ‘‘ the angef,’’ while ‘lo’ 
is poorly supported. —.Stood by them : Not ‘‘ came upon 
them."' Only a sudden appearance’ -beside them is 
stated.— Glory of the Lord: A phrase applied to the 
shekinah, the brightness attesting God's presence in 
Old Testament times. 

Verse 10.—J/ bring you good tidings of great joy: 
Literally, ‘‘ evangelize to you great joy.’’"—- Which: This 
refers grammatically to ‘‘great joy,’ not to ‘* good 
tidings.’ — 7 all the people : The article apd the term 
used show that the Jewish people are meante Only by 
inference can the clause be applied to the umiversal 
blessing of the gospel. 

Verse 11.—/n the city of David: Bethlehem (see 
v. 15; comp. Micah 5 : 2).—A Saviour: Compare 
Matthew 1 : 21. More than a temporal deliverer, 
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whether the shepherds understood the full significance 
or not. — Which is Christ the Lord: An unusual combi- 
nation. The Revised Version, margin, ‘ Anointed 
Lord,’ is grammatically possible, but, as Jews, the 
shepherds would understand the reference to the Messiah. 

Verse 12.— The sign,—a manger : These correct ren- 
derings are important; the former suggests that the 
shepherds were expected to seek this babe, and only one 
would be found in ‘‘a manger.”’ 

Verse 13.—Saying : The form of verse 14 suggests a 
chant. 

Verse 14.—Glory to God in the highest : The mean- 
ing is: Let there be, or there is, ascription of glory to 
God by the angels in the highest heavens.—Oxn earth 
peace among men in whom he ts well pleased; Greek, 
««men of good pleasure,’’—that is, God’s good pleasure. 
The omission of a single Greek letter, however, yields 
another sense: ‘‘on earth peace, good pleasure among 
men, —not ‘‘ toward men,’’ which is an explanation rather 
than arendering. .The former reading is found in the four 
most ancient manuscripts, several very ancient versions 
(among them the Vulgate), and it is thus cited by early 
Christian writers. The other form existed quite early, 
and is found in a recent discovered Syriac Gospel (Lewis 
manuscript), but the weight of evidence is against it 
While early association leads many to:cling to the form 
of the Authorized Version, the other presents more 
profound truth. 


Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Professor Albert L. Long, D.D. 


= O Enrou THEMSELVES.’’—The chief difficulty in 

the way of obtaining a correct census or enume- 
ration of the population of these Oriental lands has always 
been that, in the experience of the people, such enumera- 
tion is invariably followed by additional taxation. The 
appearance of an imperial commissioner, with attendant 
scribes, to enrol the names of the male population, 
causes more consternation than the appearance of cholera 
or any other epidemic. It is found a convenience to have 
every man registered in his own city. 
in every case to be carried out, it would secure, it is 
thought, a stricter police control, and prevent the over- 
crowding of the more desirable places. 

‘*SHEPHERDS... ABIDING IN THE FIELD.’’—The 
belated traveler, who in the darkness has missed his 
road, and is wandering in the open country, here called 
‘*the fields,’’ is often relieved by coming upon shep- 
herds, who, wrapped in their heavy cloaks, are lying 
upon the ground, surrounded by their sheep. These 
shepherds are themselves, probably, a good many days 
away from home. They only abide in this place for a 
night. The morrow will find them moving slowly on, 
directing their course according to the season, and ap- 
proaching the towns from time to time for the purpose 
of replenishing their scanty stock of bread, olives, and 
cheese, and coming at stated times to their sheepfolds 
and more permanent home quarters. 

‘* WRAPPED IN SWADDLING CLOTHES.’’—Throughout 
the East the custom prevails of swathing new-born infants 
in bands of cloth, giving them thereby the appearance 
of little mummies. The little arms are carefully placed 
down by the sides, and the little legs are straightened 
out, and the whole body, together with a cushion upon 
which it is lying, is wrapped from the toes to the neck 
with a long, broad bandage. The popular belief is that 
this is the only way in which the limbs of the child can 
be made to grow straight. 

‘IN A MANGER.''—The writer has frequently spent 
the night in a large stable, at one end of which there was 
a fireplace, separated by a low railing, within which there 
was space for several persons to lie down. The natural 
warmth from a number of cattle made the place quite 
comfortable in cold weather, and the only inconvenience 
experienced was the occasional disturbance of slumber 
by the touch of the cold nose of a too friendly ox. 

*«THou SHALT CALL HIS NAME Jesus."’—The name 
given to a child, among the ancients, was never without 
meaning. The name of Jesus is a prophetic declaration 
of his office and work as a Saviour (‘* the Help of Jeho- 
vah"’). In the East, ‘‘ How do they cali you ?’’ is the 
correct idiomatic form of asking of a child his name, 
instead of ‘‘ What is your name ?*’ the form almost in- 


Were it possible, 
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variably used by foreigners, to the great wonderment 
and perplexity of the child. He who sincerely and from 
the heart calls this wonderful Babe of Bethlehem by his 
name Jesus thereby acknowledges him as the Help of 
Jehovah in his infirmity, his personal Saviour from sin. 


Robert College, Constantinople. 
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The Nativity as Seen by Men 
and by Angels 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


HE two parts of Luke's account of the Nativity 
are in striking contrast, —verses 1 to 7 showing how 
it looked as seen from earth and ‘x¢ outside, verses 9 to 
15 how it looked as seen from heaven. To men it was 
but the birth of one more Jewish infant ; to angels it was 
the coming of the Saviour Christ, from which would 
spring glory to God in heaven and peace over all the 
earth. ‘‘ She brought forth her first-born son,’’ —sense 
could see that ; ‘‘ The Word was made flesh,’’—faith is 
needed to discern that. 

The careful dating of the birth of Jesus has attracted 
attention because of difficulties in reconciling the state- 
ment of the evangelist with secular history. These 
difficulties have been materially lightened by Ramsay's 
recent investigations, which cannot be entered upon 
here, but Luke does not only desire to fix a date, but to 
suggest a thought. For surely it is noteworthy, as part 
of the infinite humbling of himself which The Word. ac- 
cepted in becoming flesh, that his birth shouid be 
located by a decree of Czsar's, and it is part of the mys- 
tery of divine working that God should overrule political 
events to fulfil prophecy. The visible fact was that 
Joseph and Mary had to obey the imperial command ; 
the invisible one was that, as they toiled along on foot 
the weary journey from Nazareth, they were impelled 
and upheld by the Hand working out the purpose, pur- 
posed and proclaimed from of old. 

A hundred other Jewish women brought rorth children 
that day, and perhaps none of them in such unfitting 
circumstances. The ‘‘inn'’ was probably a mere 
with stalls for horses and mules open- 
ing directly off the central courtyard. One of these, out 
of which the animal was hastily cleared, was rudely pre- 


*** caravanserai,'’ 


pared tor the poor young mother, and gave partial pri- 
vacy, while the manger made a rude substitute for a 
cradle. The entirely ordinary character of the birth is 


pressed home by the reference to the ‘‘ swaddling 


clothes,’’ in which he, like all other Jewish infants, was 
swathed, while, possibly, emphasis attaches to the state- 
ment that Mary herself performed these usual offices, as 
suggesting that no kindly woman was near her in her need. 
Thus lowly, thus commonplace, but for unusual atten- 
dant circumstances of discomfort, was the birth, as the 
crowd of travelers in the inn saw it. 

But the scene changes swiftly from the noises and 
throng in the caravanserai, and the squalid surroundings 
of the cattle-stall, to the free hillside and the sacred 
silence of night. In verses g to 15 we learn how little 
of the fact they saw who only saw the visible surface of 
the fact. Every part of these verses is significant. 
we must attend to the ~ecipients of the vision. They were 
shepherds, watching their flocks, —not priests at the altar, 
or rabbis in the schools, or princes in palaces. From 
the beginning the message is to be for common men in 
the thick of common work. The consecration of daily 
toil, and the universal destination of the Gospel, are 
contained in germ here. 


First, 


And, no doubt, the shepherds 
were among those who waited ‘‘for the consolation of 
Israel,’ and their selection to receive the good tidings 
was in accordance with the great principle that neither 
culture nor rank fit for receiving the gospel, and that 
spiritual susceptibility is the appanage of no class. 

We must next note the bearer of the message. The 
language of the narrative implies that the angel was sud- 
denly visible, standing beside the shepherds in the place 
where, a moment before, nothing had been seen. No 
eye saw his approach ; one instant he was not there, the 
next he was. He stood, too, on the solid earth, not 
And the 
thought suggested by his place among them is strength- 
ened by the immediately subsequent blaze around them 
of the glory, the same brightness which had shown be- 
tween the cherubim, and had led the desert marches. 
That shekinah, long absent from the temple, had come 


hovering in the sky, as we sometimes fancy. 
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back, and lighted now the bare hillside,—token that, in 
the Incarnation, heaven had come down to dwell on 
earth, and that henceforward not temples only, but every 
spot was holy ground. 

Encircled by that light, and with an angel in tleir 
midst, the shepherds hear the message, which discloses 
the fact-in its outward appearance and in its inward 
reality. It hints the angel's remoter interest than theirs 
in the glad tidings, in that he is but the bringer of them, 
and that the ‘‘ great joy*’ is to fill the hearts of ‘* the 
people,’’ and that ‘‘to you’’ the child is born. The 
latter expression may also be an echo of Isaiah's proph- 
ecy (Isa. 9 : 6). His presence taught that other beings 
than men have knowledge of, and interest in, the miracle 
of divine mercy in the Incarnation ; ‘but his words 
teach that its special blessings are for men only. It is 
they who need, and have, a ‘‘Saviour."" Angels sym- 
pathize, behold, wonder, and adore, but men receive. 
‘¢ Unto ws a son is given."’ 

We note the sign of the truth of the message,—an 
infant in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger! Is 
this the Messiah King? Sense stumbles at the lowli- 
liness, faith accepts it. As the single angel had sud- 
denly become visible, the ‘‘ multitude of the heavenly 
host'’ appeared all at once. Their chorus rose through 
the silent night air, and startled the wild creatures in the 
hilis. Its meaning is substantially unaffected, whether 
we read it as consisting of three clauses or of two; but 
the present writer feels that the latter form of it, as given 
in the Revisei Version, drags clumsily in the last mem- 
ber, and is less clear, crisp, and symmetrical than in the 
old form of three clauses. But, in either case, the effects 
of the Incarnation in heaven and on earth are brought 
together. ‘In the highest,'’—that is, in all heavens, 
to whomsoever may dwell there, this birth shall bring 
glory to God. That cradle is the point on which all eyes 
are focused from the heights of the universe, though 
human eyes disregard it. And loftier conceptions of 
God will be taught by it than all the wonders of his 
power and goodness to unfallen beings have given to 
them. The cradle declares the glory of God, but the 
cross declares it yet more. 


No doubt, the Incarnation tells earth, too, the same 
story, but earth needs more than a fresh revelation of the 
glory, even the removal of the discord between God and 
man, and the assurance that his ‘‘ good-will’’ flows out 
to sinful men, undammed back by the barrier of their 
guilt. Therefore the great gift signalized as brought to 
earth by the birth is ‘‘ peace,'’ which peace is, first and 
deepest, peace with God, and thence and then peace 
within and peace with men, and peace with all events. 
That peace can only be felt when the shrinking, guilty 
conscience is lightened of its burden by the assurance 
that the good-will, the forgiving and loving regard, of 
God, is ours. 

It would appear that the angels ‘‘ went away from them 
into heaven"’ visibly, receding till they were lost to 
sight, in contrast with their sudden appearance, thus 
With wise 
and believing promptitude, the shepherds wasted no 
time in discussing, but set off at once to Bethlehem. 


They did not go to see whether the message was true, 


helping to confirm the reality of the vision. 


but to see that it was. They already believed it. ‘* The 
Lord'’ had told them, and it was a ‘‘ thing that is come 
to pass."" They wished experience, not confirmation. 
Is that our attitude as to the gospel? Do we make 
haste to get personal verification of it in our own lives 
and hearts? ,Or do we speculate about the angel's mes- 
sage, and do everything with it rather than start at once 
to Bethlehem to see for ourselves the thing which ‘the 


Lord hath made known unto us"’ ? 
Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 


Se:> 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. V/arren, D.D., LL.D. 


por a year and a half we shall study the one great 

life. We study engineering to make roads, exca- 
vate mines, bridge rivers, protect or destroy armies. The 
practical prevails. We study the perfect Life to live one. 
The practical prevails. Vain were knowledge of all that 
the Life did, written in numberless books, unless our 
lives are like it. As never before, may the Life this year 
be the life of teachers and pupils ! 


i. God really came into human: flesh. Christ was 
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subject to our conditions, and in himself revealed our 
possibilities. This is the main point. In proof of this 
we have the testimony of angels, of miracles, of a life 
of love otherwise impossible to our nature, of a perma- 
nent and spreading power in human history, and the 
verbal testimony of the Father. 

2. Christ knew all conditions of human life. There 
was no babe life so lowly that he did not shrink himself 
into it There was no king life so lofty that he did not 
naturally surpass it. 

3 The ministry of angels (vy. 9). These messengers 
of God were always attent by the legion on poised wing 
to aid Christ, from birth, in the garden, and to receive 
back into glory. ‘They are as ready now to minister to 
all who shall be heirs of salvation. 

4. The heart of universal life bends in absorbed inter- 
est over infanthood. Christ took that way, first, to secure 
the affectionate interest of all fathers and mothers in all 
climes and times, The Incarnation hallows and domi- 
nates all life, 

5. Those who became seekers of Christ became find- 
ers (v. 16). 


University Park, Colo, 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederick Goss, D.D. 


ND all went to be taxed (vy. 3). Every living thing 
is taxed, and all willing workers over-taxed. “The 
baby over-taxes its mother ; the growing brood of chil- 
dren, the father ; his parish, the preacher ; his business, 
the merchant; his patients, the doctor; his land, the 
farmer. Well, that is all right. It is these high assess- 
ments that make life anew. You were never so much of a 
man as when you thought yourself overtaxed. We do our 
hardest pulling under the lash. It was better for Joseph 
to pay more taxes than he wanted to, and to a govern- 
ment that he did not like, than not to pay any at all. 
There was no room for them in the inn (v. 7). We 
are never so hard-hearted, and selfish as when we are 
But how those 
sleepy pilgrims would have tumbled out of their beds to 
make room for the holy mother and her holier Child 
could they have known what we do! To have another 


warmly tucked between our sheets. 


‘‘incarnation '’ take place in their houses, millions of 
people would sacrifice all they possess. And yet here 
is a paradox sad enough to bewilder the wisest, —multi- 
tudes whose pride would lead them to make any sacri- 
fice to have this greatest being of the ages honor their 
guest-chamber by his presence, have never for an in- 
stant welcomed him to their hearts. What a myste- 
rious, beautiful theught it is that any man who will 
make room for Jesus Christ in his heart may have him 
born there ! 

Keeping watch by night over their flock (v. 8). It was 
a beautiful, poetic task, that of the shepherds,—to 
bask under the shade of the cedar and olive trees while 
the sheep wandered through green pastures and beside 
still waters ; to lie out under the blue Syrian sky and 
watch the stars twinkle, the meteors flash, the planets 
wander, the moon wax and wane, while the sheep lay 
sleeping around them, and the faithful dog, sitting on his 
haunches, pricked up his ears, and growled if even a 
twig snapped. And yet even this ‘‘ sweet ’’ task had its 
*«bitter,"’ for sometimes the wolf sneaked out of the 
thicket, and the mountain lion leaped from the rock. 
And then it was, ‘‘ Up with you, shepherd boy! Out 
with your sharp-edged knife! Fit your arrow to the 
string! Remember David! Go! Of course there is 
danger. You may never come back alive. Life is 
sweet, and yet you may have to sacrifice it for the lit- 
tlest, weakest lamb in the flock."” Ah! life is no joke 
to those who know its meaning, and keep their faithful 
watch by day and night over the treasures God has con- 
fided to their keeping. 

Glory... shone round about them (vy. 9). ‘It was 
while they were performing their tasks that the shep- 
herds had their visions,—mark that, I do not say that 
every man who ‘‘ sticks to his job'’ will see its glory ; 
but I do say that Le may if he will, for everything de- 
pends upon the spirit in which he does his work. I 
will be bold enough to guess that there were Cays, while 
Raphael was painting the Sistine Madonna, when he 
saw no beauty in her face, and the paints upon his 
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easel looked like mud, But, whether this was so or not, 
Iam sure that there have been days while my friend 
Dobson was putting up stove-pipes or mending the gar- 
den fence, when life seemed so sweet, and such a glory 
brooded over homely faces and dreary landscapes, that 
his soul leaped within him like those of the shepherds 
when they heard the angels sing. Men see more visions 
breaking stones on highways with happy hearts than sit- 
ting on thrones with sad ones. These shepherds might 
have been very poor men, but they were very good men 
or they would not have seen and heard what they did ! 
The glory of the universe is in eyes and ears, not suns 
and stars and orchestras and symphonies. 

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see (v.15). 
Yes, ‘‘ go and see.’’ You cannot tell what lies in the 
manger by staying out in the field. We cannot tell 
whether we have a talent for business without staking 
our fortune. We cannot tell whether our sweethearts 
will make good wives without marrying them. I am 
sitting here on the veranda of a St. Lawrence cottage 
looking at the birds, the islands, and the steamers 
through an opera-glass, It is a lazy, footless, unsatis- 
factory way of acquiring knowledge, and if 1 want to 
know what a steamboat really is I must go and see. 
No man can tell whether the church will do him good 
without joining it. You cannot discover whether Christ 
is able to save and bless you by reading commentaries, 
You must go and see. Getnearto him. Go and see him 
in the manger, in the temple, in the garden, on the cross, 

Cincinnati, O. 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 





THE MARY—JESUS. 
SON DAVID—CHRIST. 
MAN— SAVIOUR. | 

OF GOD— LORD. 





The words ‘ Jesus,’’ ‘‘Christ,’’ ‘‘Saviour,’’ and 
‘*Lord** should be written in as reached. 

Two weeks ago was the Sunday before ? What 
was our lesson title then ? Did Christ come as foretold ? 
What did the prophet Isaiah say? ‘‘ For unto us*’— 
Finish it. What did the angel say? What did the 
‘‘multitude of the heavenly host’’ say? And in our 
lesson to-day we learn that he of whom all this was said 
was a tiny little infant, wrapped tightly in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a ? in the town of ? of ? 

This is the first of a long line of lessons that we are 
to study about Jesus. (Emphasize importance of care- 
ful study, regular attendance, etc.) And in this opening 
lesson we learn who he is. 

First, he is the son of ? He isa real baby boy, 
and, when he grows, he will be a real man. And his 
man’s name is Jesus. 

But why were his mother and Joseph at Bethlehem, 
when their home was in Nazareth, far up in Galilee? 
That reminds us that he was the son of David. If the 
Jews had been free, he would have had the right to the 
throne as King of the Jews. He was heir to all God's 
promises to David and his line. So he was called Christ, 
the Anointed One, Messiah, 

He was king of more than the Jews. What did those 
angels sing? He was Son of man, born to redeem and 
save us all. So he is the Saviour. 

And something yet more this baby was. The angel 
knew it when he called him Christ the Lord; and we 
know it, for God has told us. This was the Son of God, 
and so he is Lord. 

Is he our Lord ? 


Trenton, N. J. 

















Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to ** Bible Songs’) 


* Hail to the Lord’s Anointed.” 
“Hark, the glad sound !"’ 

** Joy to the world ! the Lord is come.’ 
“To us a child of hope is born."’ 
“Hark ! the herald angels sing."’ 


Psalm 100 : 1-5. 
(140 : 1-3.) 
Psalm 89 : 15-20. 
{121 : 12-16.) 
Psaim 132: 7-16. 


. " (1 : 
**Once in royal David's city,” Psalm 67 : 1 % 35) 
4 : I. 
“It came upon the midnight clear,”’ (88 : 1-5.) 


“While shepherds watched their flocks 
by night.”’ 


Psalm 148 : 1-6, 11-14, 
(222: 1, 2, 4 5) 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


ACTS Aut SHoutp Know.—What are the first four 
events recorded in the New Testament ? (Annuncia. 
tion to Elisabeth ; to Mary ; visit of Mary to Elisabeth ; 
birth of John.) Where did each occur? When was 
Christ born? Why is not that year numbered 1 A.D. ? 
Where was Christ born? Why not in Nazareth? Who 
were his earthly parents? What great men and women 
were among his ancestors? Who was Roman emperor 
when he was born? Why was he born in a stable ? 
What supernatural event attended his birth? At what 
time of the year was he probably born? How, then, 
did shepherds happen to be in the fields? Who first in 
Jerusalem recognized Jesus as the Messiah ? What dis- 
tinguished visitors sought out the Babe? What was 
Jesus’ first long journey? Why was it made? 

ADVENT Lessons.—Ask the class to tell how each of 
the following truths is brought out in the lesson: God 
knows the best time to send his blessings. Power does 
not depend on wealth or station. Men often crowd the 
best things out of their lives. All the hosts of heaven 
are interested in the welfare of men. Christianity exalts 
childhood. Christianity urges the abolition of war. It 
is men of simple, faith-filled hearts that receive heavenly 
visions. 


Boston. 
“2% 
Lesson Plan 
Topic: The Grand Inaugural 
Analysis 
I, THE BIRTH (vs. 1-7). 
1. Its Date: 


In those days, there went out a decree from Cesar (1). 
Jesus was born... in the days of Herod the king (Matt, 2: 1). 
In the days of the enrolment (Acts 5 : 37). 


2. Its Place: 
The city of David, which is called Bethlehem (4). 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (Matt. 2: 1). 
Christ cometh ,.. from Bethlehem, ... where David was ( John 
7 : 42). 
3. Its Accomplishment : 
She brought forth ger first-born son (7). 
The virgin... shall bring forth a son (Matt 1 : 23), 
God sent forth his Son, born of a woman (Gal, 4: 4). 


Il, THE ANNOUNCEMENT (vs. 8-14). 


1. The Hearers: 
There were shepherds, .. abiding in the field (8), 
Thy servants are shepherds (Gen. 47: 3). 
The good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep (John 10: 
Ir). 


2. The Heralds: 
An angel of the Lord....A multitude of the heavenly host 
(9, 13). 
The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them (Psa, 34 : 7), 
Are they not all] ministering spirits ? (Heb. 1: 14.) 


3- The Message : 

There is born to you this day, .. a Saviour (1%), 
Unto us a child is born (Isa. 9: 6). 
This is indeed the Saviour of the world (John 4 : 42). 


4- The Enthusiasm : 

Praising God, and saying, Glory to God (13, 14). 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God (Luke 2 : 20), 
Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 9: 15). 

Ill, THE CONFIRMATION (vs. 15, 16). 

1. The Facts investigated: 

Let us now go even unto Bethichem, and see (15). 
Stand ye in the ways and see ( Jer. 6 : 16). 
Philip saith unto him, Come and see (John 1 : 46). 
2. The Truth Discovered : 

They came with haste, and found... the babe (16). 
Let us follow on to know the Lord (Hosea 6: 3). 
Now we believe:... for we have heard for ourselves ( John 4: 

42). 


TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER: The Great Worker at his Work, 
GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister.—Mark 10 : 45. 


% 


International Home Readings 


Mon.—Luke 2 : 1-9. 
Tues.—Luke 2: 10-20. 
WEeED.—Luke 2 : 25-35. Simeon’s prophecy. 
TuHuRS.—Luke 1 : 46-55. Mary's thanksgiving. 
FRL—Heb. 1: 1-9. The divine Word. 
SaT.—John 1: 1-14. Divinity and humanity. 
SuN.—1 John 4: 7-14. The Saviour. 


} The birth of Jesus. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the Internationa) Bible 
Reading Ass<ciation.) 
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Pictures on the Dessons 
of the First Quarter, 1900 


Subscribers to The Sunday School Times can obtain extra copies of 








Lesson 2. ** Went every year to Jeru 
A company of Orientals journey- 





this Supplement, rolled in a mailing tube, for use in their classes—at 





the rate of ten cents per copy for less than five copies ; five or more salem.”? 
ing. 





copies, five cents each (these prices include postage)—by applying to 


John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Lesson g. ‘‘ They came into the house 
of Simon.’’ Oriental house, showing typical 
outer stairway. (Photograph by J. Murray 
Jordan.) 




















Lesson 6. ‘*‘A man of the 
Pharisees.’’ A Pharisee rabbi, 
with phyiacteries on his forehead, 
(Photograph by I. Bergheim. ) 








Lesson rz. ‘‘Ile was sitting Lesson 3. ‘The latchet of 
at meat.’’? Oriental tray or whose shoes.’’ Oriental sandals, 
charger, used to eat from. showing latchet. 


Lesson 10. ‘* Take up thy bed, and walk.’’ Oriental 
bed, pillow, and covering, showing ease of carrying. 
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Lesson 8. ‘‘ Whatsoever we have heard done at Capernaum,”’ 

(Photograph by J. Mur 


+See” | 
A modern Lesson 2. ‘The doctors,’’ or 
teachers. <A Jerusalem teacher of the Ruins at the so-called site of Capernaum, 


law, (Photograph by P. Bergheim. ) ray Jordan.) 


Lesson 7. ‘*And Jacob’s well was there.’’ 
view of Jacob’s well. 











Lesson 1. ** Wrapped him in swad- Lesson 4. ‘* Then cometh Jesus... to the Jordan... to be bs ‘hag ** Ts not this the carpenter 
dling clothes. Oriental woman with Traditional place of Christ’s baptism, on the Jordan, (Photograph 7 - (Matthew 13:55.) Shopofa 
named Joseph in modern Nazareth, 


baby wrapped in swaddling clothes. ray Jordan.) 
































Lesson 3. 
ness.”’ The wilderness of Tude 


‘* The word of God came unto John... in the wilder- Lesson 11 
Dead Sea. Photograph by urray Jordan.) Oriental bottle made of a s 


Lesson 5. ‘‘¢ 


new wine into o an 
street scene in Nazareth, 


characterizes the 
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Graded Helps 


a 


For the Primary Teacher 
PREPARED BY 
George H. Archibald, Montreal, Canada 
IN CONSULTATION WITH 


Bertha F. Vella, Massachusetts E. P. St. John, New York 

Mrs. R. B. Preuszner, Kansas Minnie Allen, Alabama 

Mrs. G. H. Archibald, Montreal Lucy G. Stock, Connecticut 
Annie S. Harlow, Pennsylvania 


Pre-View of the First Quarter 


ITH the first quarter of 1900 we are to begina 
continuous story of the life of Christ which will 
last for a year and a half, The lessons are chosen from 
all four Gospels. The course is one which is full of 
promise, and the lessons should, iffrightly treated by the 
leader of the class, be a source of inspiration and help to 
both leader and taught. A leaflet containing suggestions 
of permanent value as to how to make the best use of 
these primary helps, with a selected list of books useful 
to the primary teacher, will be sent free by the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, upon request. 

It will be observed that the Lesson Committee has 
followed a chronological basis in selecting the lessons. 
But the younger children care nothing for chronology or 
the progressive unfolding of our Saviour’s character and 
work ; therefore, if we would conserve our teaching en- 
ergy, it would be wise to consider.well before spending 
much time in vain endeavors to teach on such a basis, 
What is here said does not apply with equal force, how- 
ever, to the scholars who are over nine years of age. 
The primary workers who have charge of the preparation 
of these suggestions decided that the lessons had better 
be presented simply as a series of stories in which Jesus 
appears as the central figure. The most clearly marked 
Central Thought running through the lessons of the first 
quarter was found to be that suggested by the Golden 
Text: ‘* Jesus the Children’s Friend and Helper.’ 

Following are the titles of the stories and the thoughts 
which are to be emphasized : 

Titte oF Story. 
1, The Baby Jesus. 1. God’s precious gift. 


2. The Boy Jesus, 2. Growing as Jesus did. 
3. John Preaching about 3. Turning from wrong, and 


CenTrRAL THOUGHT 


Jesus. doing the right, 

4. Jesus Overcoming Temp- 4. Doing right when it is 
tation. hard. 

5. Jesus’ Friends, and What 5. Jesus our Friend and 
they Did. Helper. 

6. Jesus and Nicodemus, 6. Jesus the Saviour, 


7. Jesus and the Woman at 7, 
the Well. 

8. Jesus’ Visit to Nazareth, 8, Hindering and helping the 
and What Happened. Saviour’s work. 

9. How Jesus Spent a Sab- 9, How 


How to worship. 


to have a happy 


bath, Sunday. 
10, How Jesus Cured a Sick 10, Jesus is able to cure us of 
Man. sin. 


11, Jesus at Matthew’s House. 11. How we can show our 
friendship for Jesus, 
12, Review. 


“% 


The First Lesson 


PLAN FOR THE QUARTER: Stories about Jesus. 
TITLE OF THIS WEEK’s Story: The Baby Jesus. 
GOLDEN TEXT: Zhou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. —Matt. 1 : 21. 
RESULTS SOUGHT : 
1. Gladness because of the gift. 
2. Gratitude for the gift. 
SUGGESTED STARTING-POINTS : 
1. Christmas gifts (name them). 
’ 2. Birthdays, 
3. A new baby in the home, 
4. The first Christmas Day. 


Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 


[Under “ Results Sought” and “‘ Suggested Starting-Points,” various 
ways of treating the lesson are indicated. From these the teacher is 
expected to select such as are best adapted to herself and her class. 
Under “‘ Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process,” “ Blackboard Illus- 
trations,” and “ Pictures for the Children,”’ are illustrated one of the 
many ways of presenting the lesson. These notes are designed te sug- 
gest an outline indicating the principal steps, but not always elaborating 
the details.} 


CENTRAL THOUGHT : God’s Precious Gift. 
I. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 

Suppose we take, for a starting-point, suggestion 
No, 1, and lead the children to talk about Christmas 
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gifts. Who gave them? Why? Lead .from these to 
some of God's gifts, such as home, mother, father, 
friends, birds, flowers, etc. Jesus is God's Christmas 
gift to everybody, and we are going to have some 
beautiful stories about him these coming Sundays. To- 
day our story is about how he came to earth. 

2. THE Lesson Srory. 

Place the emphasis of the story upon the persons and 
what they did. (See Child-Study Note at the end of 
this article.) Review Christmas lesson. Much will de- 
pend, as to the manner of telling this story, on the treat- 
ment given the lesson a fortnight ago. If the Christmas 
story was then told, in reviewing it get back from the 
children its important details, keeping in mind the idea 
suggested in our ‘‘ Results Sought,’’ namely, gladness 
and gratitude for the gift, and preparing the way for its 
emphasis as a climax to the teaching. If the story is 
told afresh, there is much that can be omitted. 

The child in the primary grade under nine years of 
age is not ready yet for chronological history. There is 
no need of burdening him with the names of the rulers, 
or the time of the incident in history, and such matters. 
Suppose we begin thus : Long ago, a great many people 
were visiting Bethlehem. It was crowded, and there was 
no room for Mary and Joseph. The only place that 
could be found where Mary could rest was in a stable, 
and there, that night, the baby Jesus was born. Be- 
cause there was no cradle, they laid him in one of 
the mangers of the stable. Continue the story by de- 
scribing the shepherds watching the sheep because of 
wild beasts and the darkness. Picture the hills; the 
sheepfold ; the fire kindled, around which the shep- 
herds sat and talked ; the appearance of the angel ; the 
glory of God round about them (see blackboard illustra- 
tions) ; the angel's ‘‘ Fear not’’ and message. 

The central thought for this lesson must include 
gladness because of the gift and gratitude for the gift. 
Much emphasis, therefore, should be laid upon the 
angel's message, and it might be well to have the chil- 
dren repeat together verses 10 and 11, and, possibly, 
12, 13, and 14. Note the sign given by which the 
shepherds would know the baby Jesus when they saw 
him. Continue the story by telling of the shepherds’ 
conversation and their haste, the finding of the baby 
“Jesus in the manger, the telling of the good news to 
others, and the wonder and gladness which followed. 

3. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED, 

It is one thing to bring a lesson to a child; it is 
another for him to grasp that lesson and make it his 
own. We should be sure that the thought of the child 
passes from the story to the truth ; therefore, by careful 
reviewing and questioning, lead the child to express 
in his ewn words the general truth of the lesson, 
namely, gladness because of the gift. The following 
may suggest the steps by which the child may be led 
to the thought. 

(1.) God gives us many good gifts. 

(2.) God sent Jesus, the best gift of all. 

(3-) The angels heralded his coming, and the heavenly 
hosts sang his praises. 

(4.) The shepherds hasted to tell the good news, Im- 
press the thought of gladness in heaven and gladness 
on earth because of the gift. 

Now tell the children that, the more they know about 
Jesus, the better they will understand why people are 
glad that he came. The Golden Text may be used here. 
Have the children repeat after you ; 


Oh, let my heart make melody, 
And thankful songs uplift ; 

For Christ himself has come to be 
My precious Christmas gift, 


lf we are glad when we receive a gift, how do we feel 
towards the one who gives it? How can we best show 
our gratitude for it? Lead to the thought of expressing 
our gratitude for God's gift by doing the things that 
will please him. 

Telling is not teaching. The great Teacher himself 
taught the people ‘‘out of their own mouths.'' Even 
so will the skilled teacher of the present day. Applica- 
tions are dangerous things. We do not like others to 
make them for us; neither does the child. Having 
given him the story, and having emphasized the parts 
of it best suited to his comprehension, let him draw his 
own conclusions. “Specific suggestions as to how he 
may show his gratitude should not be omitted, but, as 
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far as possible, should be suggested by the children 
themselves. 
Close with a Christmas hymn, ~ 


Summary of Lesson Steps 


memes 
The Truth Gladness 
Emphasized and 
Gratitude 








The Lesson Annunciation to 








Story Shepherds and their 
Visit to the Child Jesus 
Preparation 
for Lesson God's 
Story Gifts 





Starting- J Christmas 
Point Gifts 
Blackboard Illustrations 

1. As the children tell of the good gifts God has given 
us, write them upon the board, printing the word ‘Jesus "’ 
in larger letters and with bright-colored chalk. 

2. As the city of Bethlehem is spoken of, draw for it 
a square, and put a ‘‘B"’ inside to denote it. 

3. As the story of the shepherd is told, draw hills, 
and make marks upon them to stand for the sheepfold, 
the shepherds, the fire round which they sat. When 
the ‘‘ GLORY OF THE LoRD"’ is spoken of, draw light rays 
with yellow chalk. Be careful to make only enough to 
stimulate the imagination of the child, 

4. As the joy of the angels is emphasized, write the 


word ‘‘GLADNESS"’ across the glory rays. Then, again, 








ADINES\S 


wh, vs Grp 
"es Oo oiRDS 79 
FLOWERS 
FRIENDS 
HOME 


JESUS 


when the joy of the ‘‘SHEPHERDS’’ is mentioned, print 
the same word over Bethlehem. 














Pictures for the Children 
Mother with Baby in Swaddling Clothes. 
Apparition ta the Shepherds, by Plockhérst, 
Nativity, by Bouguereau. 
Arrival of the Shepherds, by La Rolle, 
Holy Night, by Fenestein. 
Holy Night, by Correggio. 
7. Bethlehem, by Dobson, 


» > 


Pye? & 


(No, 1 is one of the fifteen pictures in The Sunday 
School Times’ picture supplement. Extra copies of the 
supplement can be obtained by subscribers at the rate of 
five cents each for five or more copies, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 6, 
and 7, are published by G. P. Brown, Beverly, Mass, 
Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 6, by W. A. Wilde & Co., Boston, 
Nos, 2, 4, and 6, by the Perry Picture Company, Malden, 
Mass. No. 5, by the Milton Bradley Company, Spring- 
field, Mass. ) 

Child-Study Note 

Clara Vostrovsky gives, in ‘‘ Studies in Education,’’ 
some very interesting facts as to the elements in a story 
which appeal, and which do not appeal, to children, 
The following chart shows the results of her studies, The 
lower line represents the girls, the upper line the boys. 
The length of line indicates emphasis placed on these 
points in stories which they told. 





Action | 
Name 
Speech 














Appearance 
Place 

Time 
Possession 
Feeling 
Dress 


Esthetic 
details 


Sentiment 


Moral 
qualities 


Miscellaneous Seems 


She says : ‘‘ We see how very large a place actions 
and names have in a young child's interest, and how 
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small a place feeling, sentiment, esthetic details, and 
moral distinctions fill, No great ditference is shown in 
the chart between girls and boys, although boys seem to 
care more for action, and girls for what is said.’’ We 
observe that stories of action are particularly valuable as 
smaterial for child instruction. The teacher should keep 
in mind the above points, and emphasize in the story 
the elements which most readily appeal to the child's 


spontaneous interest. 


*% % 


For the Junior Teachei 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


ATERIAL for the Teacher's Use.—John 1 
This is not for use in 
teacher's own Matthew 1: 1-25; Luke 
t:1to2 If the class does work at home, the 
teacher may use in the class the story of the annuncia- 
tions, but if the class does no work at home, the teacher 
(for lack of time) will have to confine the teaching to 
the story of the shepherds on Bethlehem’'s plain. 


: 1-18. 
the class, but for the 
information. 
: 20. 


The Lesson Story 
Mary and Joseph had gone to Bethlehem to be en- 
rolled, at the command of the Roman government. 
There they found no place in the humble inn ; for there 
were many in the town at that time, all for the same 
purpose. So they lodged in a stable. 
the babe was born. 


There it was that 
Mary had no cradle in which to lay 
her babe, so she put him in a manger, wrapped in swad- 
dling garments. 

In the meantime, on the plains near Bethlehem, there 
were shepherds who were watching over their flocks. 
They sat on the ground under the starlit sky, not expecting 
any unusual thing to happen, but suddenly they were 
amazed to see an angel surrounded with a glory of light. 
At this they were alarmed, for they did not know what it 
meant. Their fears were, however, soon quieted, for 
the angel told them that he was the bearer, not of 
tidings of judgment, but of ‘good tidings.’' He told 
them that there had been born in Bethlehem, that day, 
one who was to be a Saviour. He told them how they 
were to find that little babe. As soon as he had deliv- 
ered this message, there appeared with him a multitude 
of angels, and they broke out in a song such as this 
world had never before heard, and such as it has not 
heard since that night. 
the highest, 
men.,"’ 


They sang ‘‘ Glory to God in 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
When the song was finished, they all disap- 
peared just as suddenly as they had come. Then the 
shepherds took counsel among themselves, and, as a 
result, they went into the town, and sought and found 
the child and his mother. Then they told others of 
what they had seen and heard, and all who heard the 
news were filled with amazement. 


Applying the Lesson 

Having brought out the lesson facts, according to the 
intelligence of the class, the teacher should go on to the 
application of these facts to the lives of the scholars. 
The ‘‘ point of contact’’ with their lives is to be found 
in the thought of ‘‘good tidings, and what men do with 
them.'" We are all glad to get good news, and that 
especially if it has some bearing on our own lives. For 
example, if we are sick, and some one tells us what to do 
to get well, we are not only glad, but, if we have con- 
fidence in what they say, we act on the news at once. 
In the city of Oporto, in Portugal, they have been hav- 
ing the plague, and men are dying daily from that 
dreadful disease. If some one could tell them of a sure 
cure, do you not suppose, that they would at once adopt 
it? But in our lesson for to-day we have such good 
news as the world had never heard up to that time. 
To have one come into this world who was to be a 
Saviour from sin and all its awful consequences, and 
who was to show men how they could reach heaven 
when they die, —was not this a great blessing? Could 
the angels have brought any tidings of greater impor- 
tance than this? Surely not. It was good news to the 
on the piains of Bethlehem ; but it is none the 
news to us who live in these later days, for 
who was born then, has been the Saviour of 
the world from that day to this. 


shepherds 
less good 
this Jesus, 


Editor's Note.—A leafiet containing helpfal suggestions as to 
the use of pictures and other working methods, for teachers of 
junior classes who follow Dr. Schauffier’s helps, will be mailed 
free, upon request, by the Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
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Now ask the scholars whether they themselves need 
any Saviour? Why do they need one? But if (as is 
the case) we need a Saviour, why not act in the same 
spirit as that in which the shepherds acted, and go to 
him? This we may do in prayer, and we may receive 
him into our hearts, and love and obey him. And just 
as the shepherds made no delay, but went at once, so 
should we do, for we need him now, and he is willing to 
take us now. 

Questions 


To be Assigned to the Scholars a Week in Advance.— 
Where was Nazareth? Where was Bethlehem? How 
came Mary and Joseph to go all the way from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem just at that time ? How did they probably 
travel from one city to the other? Why was Bethlehem 
at times called ‘‘ the city of David’’ ? 

For the in the Class.—(These are 
only suggestive, for the teacher must gauge the intelli- 
gence of the scholars accurately before deciding on 
the questions to be asked.) When Joseph and Mary 
reached Bethlehem, where did they lodge? Why did 
they not go to the inn? When the child Jesus was 
born, where did they lay him? What does this show 
as to the wealth or poverty of Joseph and Mary? Who 
were at this time on the plains of Bethlehem? What 
were they doing there ? Who appeared to these men ? 
How did they feel at first? How did the angel calm 
their fears? Then what happened ? What was the 
song that was sung? As soon as the angels disappeared, 
what did the shepherds do? When they had found the 
child, and gone away, what further did the shepherds 
do? Howdid people who heard their message feel ? 

New York City. 
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For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE Gospels are not biographies. They are the 
substance of what the apostles preached, after the 
resurrection of Jesus, to acquaint men with him, and to 
persuade them to believe in him as the Christ, the Son 
of God. They contain selected facts about Jesus, and 
sayings of his often repeated by his disciples, arranged, 
not primarily with reference to their chronological order, 
but for the purpose the writers had in view. The 
teacher should use these Gospels for the same purpose, 
—to persuade his pupils that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, so that, believing, they may have life in his 
name (John 20 : 31). 

Each of the writers of the four Gospels had his own 
point of view and his own audience in mind. 
materials they used in common. 
ated by one author only. 


Some 
Others were appropri- 
Each combined in his own 
way the facts and teachings which he used. The 
teacher may use the same liberty, always keeping in 
view the same end, 


The Bible Material 
I. Four ANNUNCIATIONS. 

1. An angel announced to the priest Zacharias, while 
he was burning incense in the temple at Jerusalem, that 
he should become the father of a boy to be named 
John, who would turn many of the people of Israel to 
God (Luke 1 ; 5-24). 

2. The angel Gabriel, six months later, announced to 
a young virgin named Mary, at Nazareth, that she would 
become the mother of a boy to be named Jesus, and 
that he would be the Son of God (Luke 1 : 26-38). 

3. An angel announced to Joseph in a dream, that 
Mary, to whom he was. betrothed, would become the 
mother of a boy, through the Holy Spirit, and that his 
name was to be called Jesus (Matt. 1 : 18-25). 

4. An angel announced to some shepherds at night, 
in a field near Bethlehem, that the Messiah had just 
been born (Luke 2 : 8-12). 

Il. THREE SONGS. 

1. The song of Mary when she visited Elisabeth, the 
wife of Zacharias, a few months before John was born 
(Luke 1 : 39-56). 

2. The song of Zacharias after his power of speech 
returned to him, eight days after John was born (Luke 
1 : 57-80). 

3. The song of the angels which the shepherds heard 
in the field (Luke 2 : 13, 14). 
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Ill. THe Birvi AND NAMING OF JESUS. 


Luke 2 ; 1-7, 15-21. 


General Preparation 

1. The Places. Nazareth is a pretty town on a hill. 
side sloping southward in upper Galilee. Joseph was a 
carpenter in the village, Mary probably a,young girl 
of fifteen or sixteen years. The people have always 
lived simply, as they now do. A single fountain fur- 
nishes water for all, and the women carry it to their 
homes in earthen jars on their heads. - Bethlehem is a 
village about five miles south of Jerusalem, among hills. 
It was the birthplace and early home of David. 

2. Religion. Various races mingled in Galilee, — 
Jews, Syrians, Greeks, Bed’weens, Arabs, —and probably 
the Jews were only a minority. They clung to their 
faith in Jehovah in the face of trials, disasters, oppres- 
sion. . Public worship was maintained with an elaborate 
daily ritual at the temple in Jerusalem, and the Jews 
generally went up to the city to attend the annual festi- 
vals, especially the passover, pentecost, and feast of 
tabernacles. The regular worship was divided into 
courses, and priests were appointed to serve in their 
turn. Only once in a lifetime could a priest burn in- 
cense at the altar,—the most solemn part of the service. 
But the sacred books were read and explained in syna- 
gogues, which abounded in all communities where there 
were Jews. In these places the coming of the Messiah 
as the Deliverer of the people was proclaimed, and was 
ardently expected. 

3. Government. Rome was mistress of the world. 
Palestine was divided at this time into five provinces, all 
under King Herod the Great. Heruled by appointment 
of Czsar Augustus, who about this time issued an edict 
that a census should be taken of all his subjects. Many 
of them were obliged to journey long distances in order 
to have their names enrolled in the proper register. The 
object of the census was to impose taxes, which were 
heavy burdens on the people. 

4. Supernatural Manifestations. 
those recorded were public. 


Note that none of 
One was to an aged priest 
alone in the temple ; another, to a young girl alone; a 
third, to a man asleep, and the fourth to a few shep- 
herds in a field at night. Only eyes prepared by faith 
see heavenly visions. These supernatural events were 
authenticated by what followed in the life of Jesus, his 
death, resurrection, and the founding of his church. 
These all support his own testimony of himself, ‘‘ I came 
down from heaven."' 

5. Supernatural Signs. 
speech. 


The priest lost the power of 
John was born of parents past the age when 
they expected children. Jesus was born of a virgin. 
The shepherds found a babe under just the conditions 
described by the angels. 


Reference Literature 


. 
[The use of the books mentioned here is not a necessary part of this 


course, but is merely supplemental. A leaflet giving information es to 


these and other books of reference will be sent free, upon request, by the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times.] 

Gilbert's ‘‘Student's Life of Jesus’’ (I, The Super- 
natural Conception; II, Birth and Infancy of Jesus). 
Scrymgeour’s ‘‘ Lessons on the Life of Jesus'’ (Les- 
son 1). Fairbairn's ‘Studies in the Life of Christ’’ 
(I, The Historical Conditions ; II], The Narratives of the 
Birth and Infancy). Edersheim's ‘‘ Life and Times of 
Jesus’ (Book II, chaps. 4 and 6). Beecher's ‘: Life of 
Jesus the Christ "’ (11, The Overture of the Angels). 


Suggestive Questions 


1. The Four Gospels. Why were the Gospels writ- 
ten? (John Luke 1:4; Mark 1:1; Matt 
28:19, 20.) What is the difference between a Gospel 
and a biography of Jesus? What is the most important 
object of studying the Gospels ? 

2. The Jewish People. Of what nationalities were the 
inhabitants of Galilee ? (Matt. 4:15, 16.) Under what 
government were the Jews of Palestine, and what was its 
character ? 

3. The Family of Jesus. What did Mary know of the 
Scriptures and the history of her nation ? (Luke 1 : 46-55.) 
Why did she seek her cousin Elisabeth? What evi- 
dence is there that Joseph was a man of deep faith in 
God ? “ 

4. The Expected Messiah. Why did the Jews look 
for a Messiah? What did they expect a Messiah would 
do? Where did they believe he would first appear ? 

5. The Supernatural Manifestations. Were the Jews 
ready to believe in the appearance of angels? What 


20 : 31; 
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was the substance of Gabriel's message to Mary? Of the 
angel's message to Zacharias? Why did these words 
harmonize with the hopes of those to whom they were 
spoken ? (Study the songs of Mary and Zacharias.) 

6. The Supernatural Signs. What proof was given to 
Zacharias that the message of the angel was genuine? To 
the shepherds ? 

7. The Birth of Jesus. n what place, and with what 
surroundings, was Jesus born? Why were his parents 
in Bethlehem at that time? Why was he named Jesus? 
Why was he called the Son of David? What was the 
meaning of the names given to him by the angel who 
appeared to the shepherds ? 

Suggestive Topics 

,Heavenly visitants uttered heavenly sayings of the 
heavenly child. They called him Jesus, the Saviour ; 
Christ, the expected Messiah ; the Lord, whose glory 
had shone around the shepherds till they were sore 
afraid. Jesus is his own witness now. Angels are not 
needed to tell us who heis. But the message is per- 
sonal still: «* There is born to you a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord.'* Will any of you reject him? 

[Eprror’s Nore.—A leaflet suggesting useful methods of 
using these studies of Dr. Dunning’s, and giving a selected 
list of books bearing on the lessons, wil} be sent free, upon 
request, by the Editor of The Sunday School Times. } 

Boston. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


John 1 : 1-18; Matthew 1; Luke 1 : 1 to Z : 20. 


1, THe GENERAL PREPARATION. 
[For each member of the Bible class.} 

The story of the infancy of Jesus is told by only two 
of the four Gospels. It is hardly alluded to in other 
portions of the New Testament. Early Christian teach- 
ers began their accounts of the life and work of Jesus at 
the other end. ‘To them the death and resurrection were 
the most direct proof of his divinity ; his character and 
actions during his ministry were the most convincing 
supports of this proof. The gospel histories, therefore, 
The incidents of the infancy and boy- 
hood were, probably, the latest to be investigated and 
described. 


grew backwards. 


These considerations help us to view the two accounts 
of the infancy of Jesus in the right perspective. 
the introductions to John’s Gospel (i 
Luke’s Gospel (1 


Since 
: I-18) and to 
: I-4) were written in view of the life 
of Jesus as a whole,—the one asserting his true nature, 
the other the motive for more carefully narrating his 
career,—they form no real past of the subject-matter of 
our lesson. The two genealogies (Matt. 1: 1-17 ; Luke 
3 : 23-38) need detain the student but a moment. They 
both trace the Davidic descent of Jesus, the Book of 
Luke, in harmony with the author's sympathy with all 
mankind, continuing the pedigree back to Adam and to 
God. 

The real story of the infancy begins, as Luke shows, 
with the promise of the forerunner, Join (Luke 1 : 5-25). 
The story suggests the noble heritage from which he 
sprang, the deep yearning of Zacharias (v. 13), the con- 
secration of John from the very beginning (vs. 14-17) as 
a Messianic herald, and the astounding character of the 
promise (v. 18ff.). The angel's message to Mary 
(Luke 1 : 26-38) shows the modesty, heroism, and faith 
of the maiden, the spiritual origin of Jesus, and his 
sublime destiny. The visit of Mary to Elisabeth (Luke 
1 : 39-56) shows us how grandly Mary interpreted the 
significance of the events related. The incidents at the 
birth of John (Luke 1 : 57-80) emphasize a similar con- 
clusion regarding Zacharias. The warning vision of 
Joseph (Matt. 1 : 18-25) again distinctly affirmed the 
supernatural origin of Jesus and his mission (v. 21). The 
story of the birth (Luke 2 : 1-20) gives us the place, the 
humble surroundings, and the rejoicings in heaven and 
on earth which it called forth. 

Ramsay urges that the delicacy, directness, and 
uniqueness of Luke's narrative, combined with 1 : 19, 
31, makes it probable that Mary herself was the princi- 


—— 


* 
- 


Editor’s Note.—A leafict giving suggestions for the conduct of a 
senior Bible class, with a selected list of books bearing on the 
current lessons, will] be sent free, upon request, by the Editor of 
The Sanday School Times. 
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pal source ; Matthew embodies, perhaps, the current 
Christian tradition. 


II. 


{None of the books named are necessary in following these studies. 
The references to them are collated only for those who wish to use them 
For fuiler information about books see leaflet, which will be mailed free 
by the Editor.) 


REFERENCE LITERATURE. 


For comment on the subject of the Messianic 
hope, Seidel’s ‘‘In the Times of Jesus’’ (VIII), or 
Matthews, ‘‘ History New Testament Times'’ (XIII). 
On the date and place of Jesus’ birth, Ramsay, ‘* Was 
Christ born at Bethlehem ?’’ and Hastings’ Bible Dic- 
tionary ‘‘ Chronology.’’ On Mary, see Adeney, ‘' Wo- 
men of the New Testament,'’ and on John, Stalker's 
‘* Two St. Johns.’’ _Fairbairn’s ‘‘ Studies in the Life of 
Christ '’ (II) is of supreme value, but any standard life of 
Christ is worth reading. 

III. QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 


[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 


members of the class. The references in the brackets are to other lesson 


helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 

1. The Differing Standpoints of the Gospels of Mat- 

thew and Luke. (1.) Why are the stories of the infancy 
of Jesus, as related in these Gospels, so different? (2.) 
In the case of the genealogies and of the annunciations, 
are these differences vital, or merely incidental ? [Dun- 
ning : I; General Preparation, 4. ] 
‘* For it is He that shall Save his People from their 
’ (3.) Were the expectations of the age regarding 
the Messiah prevailingly political or ethical and spiritual ? 
(4-) What is the tone of the hopes expressed in Luke 
I: 13-17, 31-33, 68-79? 

3. John the Forerunner. (5.) Draw the portrait of 
the boy John as Luke gives it,—his ancestry, expecta- 
tions, development. 

4. Jesus the Son of David. (6.) Are the two genealo- 
gies (through Joseph) the strongest evidence in the New 
Testament of the Davidic descent of Jesus? (Comp. 
Matt. 21:9; Rom. 1:3; Luke 2, etc.) 

5. Jesus ** the Son of the Most High.’’ (7.) \s the 
supernatural birth of Jesus an essential element in the 
narratives of Matthew and Luke? (8.) Does the belief 
of mankind in the divinity and perfect purity of Christ 
rest on this fact? (9.) Assuming it to be true, how does 
it help the student to account for Christ ? 

6. The Birth at Bethlehem. (i10.) Were the events 
related in Luke 2 : 1-20 a series of chance occurrences? 


2. 


Sins.’ 


If not, explain their significance. 
IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the beader.} 

The age during which Jesus appeared was an era of 
expectancy and earnest longing. 
God's blessing. 

The partly supernatural origin of Jesus is a fact wholly 
congruous with his character as portrayed. He shows 
us how a ‘‘ child of the Spirit’’ appears in actual life. 

Could we see the significance of the life and death of 
Jesus as these saints, angels, and shepherds did, the 


world would ring with rejoicings. 


Such conditions invite 


Yale University. 
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The Life Story of Jesus 


By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


The Birth of Jesus 


OD had appointed that his Son, the Saviour of the 
world, should be born at Bethlehem, the ‘city’’ 
of David, the great national hero of the earthly Israel, 
and at once the Jewish prototype of the Messiah and, in 
a far higher aspect, of the divine Lord of the spiritual 
Israel, to be gathered by him, as the true Messiah, from 
all races and ages, into a pure and deathless kingdom of 
righteousness and peace and joy. 
But the mother of this greater David lived in the far 
north, the betrothed of a poor man. 
bear her son in 


How could she 
a town of the far south. Little as he 
thought it, the then ruler of the world was used by God 
to bring it about. Desirous to know the resources of his 
illimitable empire, Augustus ordered that a registration 
should be make of each of his many provinces ; and this, 
in Palestine at least, required all the population to be- 
take themselves to their respective tribal or family dis- 
tricts. As both were descended from David, through 
this ordinance Joseph and Mary found themselves in the 
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narrow, winding street of Bethlehem, which must always 
have been much the same as now,—for the little town is 
built on a long, narrow saddle or ridge of soft, white lime- 
stone, rising from terraced valleys before and behind, 
which gives room for no more than a large village. It 
looks out on hills in every direction, those to the east 
sinking in steep confusion towards the deep blue of the 
Dead Sea, about fourteen miles off, 
thousand feet below Bethlehem. 
off to the north, is hidden by intery ening hills, while to 


but nearly four 
Jerusalem, five miles 


the south and west are those valleys and rounded bare 
hills over which David had led his flocks. 

There were no inns in Jewish villages in those days, 
and the house at which Joseph had counted on getting 
shelter, which is all an Oriental expects, was crowded, 
Many houses, however, in Bethlehem, even now, being 
built against the hill, have a natural or artificial space 
hollowed out in the soft limestone, which forms a con- 
venient addition to the dwelling. In this the goat of 
the family, or the ass, finds accommodation, while the 
fowls roost on a perch overhead. In some such ‘‘ cave,"’ 
apparently, Mary bore her Son, the rude, home-made 
manger serving as the infant's cot. Such a cave is now 
shown under the grand old Church of the Nativity as 
the sacred spot, a star on the marble of a small recess 
at one side telling you that here Jesus Christ was born 
of Mary, and the fact that Hadrian (A.D. 117-138) 
recognized it as claiming this honor, and that Justin 
Martyr (A.D. 103-165) and Origen (A.D. 185-253) be- 
lieved in it, and that Jerome (A.D. 331-420) was so 
confident about it as to live for thirty years in a cave 
close by, that he might be near a spot so sacred, goes 
far, in my mind, to remove all doubt. 

In such lowly surroundings did the Prince of the kings 
of the earth come among us, for us men and for our sal- 
vation, The great event was unnoticed by mankind, 
but the distant places of the universe were not so indif- 
ferent. His manger birthplace might be lowly, but the 
glory of the Lord shone in the air over it. The adora- 
tion of humble shepherds might be all the homage ten- 
dered in this humble birth chamber, but, for the only 
time in the history of the world, the songs of the skies 
were heard by mortals, for a multitude of the heavenly 
host, following the proclamation of their angel leader 
that the child was none other than Christ the Lord, 
suddenly showed themselves, praising God for such 
goodness to man ; and, if mother and child were, in the 
eyes of those round, of such low estate, a star was even 
then guiding worshipers from distant lands to kneel at 
the infant's feet. 

The shepherds of Palestine at this time are a very 
degraded and ignorant class, but when we find such fa- 
miliarity with their Scriptures as is seen in the humble 
Mary, or the poor fishermen whom Jesus afterwards 
chose as his apostles, it is clear that the condition of the 
multitude as to intelligence and education was much 
higher then than it is now, the peasantry having for 
ages been left utterly ignorant. There was indeed, 
even then, a vast body of ‘‘common people'’ whose cir- 
cumstances made it impossible for them to observe the 
endless rites of the rabbis, and who on that account 
were denounced as ‘‘cursed.’’ But the shepherds hon- 
ored by the angelic vision may well have been, in 
accordance with ancient simplicity, the sons of the flock 
owner, as David was, or men of the type of Amos the 
prophet, a shepherd, and even a cutter of the coarse 
sycamore fig. Startled by the sight of an angel, some 
watchers over a flock, as they lay out by night to guard 
their fleecy charge, preseritly heard his soothing words 
directing them to go to the spot where the young child 
lay, and rejoice at the sight of the long-promised Mes- 
siah ; and this, we are told, they forthwith did. The 
very path by which they ascended from the valley is, 
- indeed, still in use, for there seems never to have been 
any but it. 


Bournemouth, England. 
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As Christian teachers, our business is less to argue 
than to assert the Word of God and the Gospel of Christ 
as the power of God unto salvation. A great modern 
preacher has well said, ‘‘ If we would trust Christ's cross 
to stand firm without our stays, and, arguing less about 
it, would seldomer try to prop it and oftener to point to 
it, it would draw more men to it."’"—From Marvin R. 
Vincent's ‘‘Christ as a Teacher."’ 
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by the translators, but open to serious doubt. 





Books and Uriters 


Helps to the Study of the Gospels 


S ape notice groups together a number of recently 

published volumes connected more or less directly 
with the study of the life of Christ, and representing the 
varied phases of discussion, exposition, and application. 

Belonging to the general preparation for a strictly his- 
torical investigation, is a compact treatise by Professor 
Shailer Matthews, 7he //istory of New Testament Times 
in Palestine (New York ; The Macmillan Company. 75 
cents), one of a series of New Testament handbooks, of 
In brief but accu- 
rate form the historical background for New Testament 


which the author is general editor. 
study is presented. The positions taken are based 
upon thorough investigation, and supported by abundant 
references to early authorities and larger works. The 
religious condition and Messianic hopes of the Jews are 
incidentally sketched. 

Specially interesting is a new volume by the venerable 
Professor Dr. F. Godet, being the second of his great 
work, Jntroduction to the New Testament, and treating 
of ‘‘ the collection of the four Gospels and the Gospel of 
St. Matthew’’ (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark). This is 
an authorized translation from the French original by 
William Afflech, B.D. 
cism of the Gospels, and, as the author confesses, essays 


It deals with the higher criti- 


‘to defend a cause that may appear for the moment 
lost."" This means that he opposes the ‘ double- 
source'’ theory of the origin of the Synoptic Gospels, 
now obtaining so widely among biblical scholars. But 
Professor Godet accepts the existence of an Aramaic 
book of discourses (the Logia referred to by Papias), 
which was afterwards incorporated into the Greek Gos- 
pel now known as that of Matthew. The author's atti- 
tude, while conservative for a Continental scholar, gives 
free play for constructive higher criticism, 

A brochure by Edmund H. Bennett, LL.D., Zhe Four 
Gospels from a Lawyers Standpoint (Boston and New 
York : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $1), discusses in a 
familiar way the apparent discrepancies between the 
Gospel narratives, in order to prove, on the ground of 
legal evidence, the historical truthfulness of the narra- 
tives. In method it is necessarily different from such a 
work as Godet's ; but for the great mass of readers, fa- 
miliar only with the more obvious difficulties of the 
problem, it furnishes a very satisfactory reply to the 
common cavils against the accuracy of the evangelists. 

When rightly used, a valuable help to the study of 
the Gospels is furnished by Zhe Twentieth Century New 
Testament; Part I, the Five Historical Books (New 
York : Fleming H. Revell Company. 50 cents net). Its 
distingtive pecuiiarity is its ‘*modern English.’’ Its 
incidental features are : the order of arrangement, Mark 
coming first ; the division of the text into parts as well 
as paragraphs, and the introduction of headings to the 
parts and indented titles to the paragraphs. Further- 
more, the dialogues are printed as in modern literature, 
and italics are used for Old Testament citations and 
allusions. These latter are helpful for the reader, and 
can be used with advantage in any version. As regards 
the use of modern English, there will be a difference of 
opinion. The feeling of strangeness which has preju- 
diced so many against the Revised Version will be 
greatly increased in reading this version. More than 
this, —just to the extent that the diction in a translation 
is modernized it is removed from exactness in repro- 
ducing the original, greater freedom in expression giv- 
ing greater play for interpretation rather than exact 
rendering. Accordingly, a student who desires to be 
brought close to the original, and to have opportunity 
for investigating its meaning with the help of a transla- 
tion, in using this New Testament finds himself at 
every turn deprived of suggestions regarding the form of 
the original Greek. Moreover, the Greek text of West- 
cott and Hort is the exclusive basis of the translation, 
and there are no marginal readings introduced. This 
deprives the student of much that leads to exactness. 
On the other hand, a general and vivacious view of the 
meaning can certainly be derived from the perusal of the 
Twentieth Century New Testament, and in many cases 
new lizht will be shed upon particulaf passages. Yet, 
in otaecr cases, the rendering is an explanation accepted 
For ex- 
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clusive use it cannot be recommended, but for compari- 
son, and as furnishing a proper stimulus to farther study, 
it has great value. 

A pocket edition of Fhe New Testament, with Notes, 
Instructions, and References (New York: American 
Tract Society. $1) presents the text of the Authorized 
Version with the usual’ headings and references, but 
contains brief introductions to the several books, and 
explanatory footnotes on the separate verses, with a 
group of ‘‘instructions’’ at the close of each chapter. 
The plan has been consistently and carefully executed, 
though the absence of all reference to various readings 
scarcely allows of a complete fulfilment of the design 
announced on the title-page; namely, ‘‘to give the re- 
sults of critical investigation.’’ The harmony of the 
Gospels appended is that of Robinson in his older edi- 
tions. The volume is of convenient size and of typo- 
graphical excellence. 

A compact and useful help for outline study of the 
Gospels is furnished by the Rev. Richard M. Hodge, 
M.A., Nashville, Tennessee (//istorical Atlas and Chro- 
nology of the Life of Jesus Christ (Wytheville, Va. : D. 
A. St. Clair Press), embracing thirteen maps indicating 
the movements of the story, and also a chronological 
table covering all the leading events. The public minis- 
try is divided into ten periods, and the salient points of each 
are printed opposite the corresponding illustrative map. 
The work is well done, and is designed for use as a 


‘*companion to a harmony of the Gospels. It agrees 
in general with the more recent harmonies. 

Quite similar in design and plan is a pamphlet by 
I. N. Johns, Zhe Word of Life (Sunbury, Pa. : The 
Alpha Publishing Compahy. 25 cents), which has, how- 
ever, some distinctive features. The chronological ar- 
rangement is that of Robinson's Harmony, but the 
divisions and sections are new. The outlines of events 
face the maps, and the sections included in the Sunday- 
school lessons for 1900 are printed in red, with the cor- 
responding dates of the respective lessons prefixed in a 
separate column. Directions for study follow each out- 
line. The pamplet is therefore specially intended for 
Sunday-school work. On page 4 there seems to be a 
misprint, since December 5 is given as the date of our 
Lord's birth, but general accuracy has been secured. 

New Testament introduction and interpretation are 
conjoined by two writers, Herbert L. Willett and James M. 
Campbell, in Zhe Zeachings of the Books (Chicago and 
New York: Fleming H. Revell Company. $1.25), the 
sub-title being, The Literary Structure and Spiritual In- 
terpretation of the Books of the New Testament. The 
two parts thus indicated are the work of the two authors 
respectively. In regard to the Synoptic’ Gospels, the 
‘*double-source "’ theory is favored, but the authority of 
the Canonical Gospels is accepted, and the teachings of 
The method in what is 
termed ‘‘ spiritual teachings’’ resembles that of biblical 
theology, but is more analytic than synthetic. The vol- 


ume is interesting as essaying to combine the results of 


each are analyzed with care. 


modern scholarship with the practical fervor of present- 
day evangelism. 

Another of the Bible-class primets edited by Profes- 
sor Salmond has been written by the Rev. Robert R. 
Resker, treating of Our Lord's lustrations (imported 
by Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 20 cents net), 
classifying and explaining all ‘‘ the metaphors, emblems, 
incidents, and allusions employed by our Lord to illustrate 
his teaching.'’ It is divided into sixteen chapters, and 
hundreds of topics are discussed, with brevity and yet 
with thoroughness, use being constantly made of the 
writings of eminent experts. 

More directly connected with the history of our Lord 
is the volume by the Rev. Dr. George Matheson, en- 
titled Studies of the Portrait of Christ(London : Hodder 
& Stoughton. 65.), the design of which is to trace the 
development of the wor of Jesus exhibited in the Gos- 
pel narrative. The emphasis rests upon the humiliation 
of Christ, the human side of his redeeming work. The 
treatment is semi-devotional, the period covered ex- 
tends only to the feeding of the five thousand, which is 
regarded as marking a transition line. Another volume 
is promised to complete the story. Each of the twenty- 
six chapters closes with a prayer, turning the lessons 
from the narrative into appropriate petition and adora- 
tion. The plan of the book is unique, and the treat- 
ment interesting and suggestive. 

Of somewhat wider scope is the work of Dr. Gross 
Alexander, Professor in Vanderbilt University, Zhe Son 
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of Man; Studies in-his Life and Teachings (Nashville - 
Publishing House of the M. E. Church, South. $1), 
which, in the Introduction of Bishop Tigert, is said to 
be ‘‘the first contribution to biblical theology ema- 
nating from’’ the ministry of that denomination. As 
the author states, ‘‘ the treatment is intended to be popu- 
lar, though the methods and results of critical study 
have not beerf ignored.'’ He has therefore availed him- 
self of the labors of recent scholars, even when differing 
with them. The order is historical, but the object is 
not to present the life of Jesus. It is rather to bring out 
the salient features of his teachings, and the lessons 
from the more prominent events in his life. The style 
and method of treatment are such as make the work 
helpful to a very wide circle of readers, especially those 
unaccustomed to more technical discussions in biblical 
theology. 

The same line of research is pursued by Professor Dr. 
George H. Gilbert in Zhe Revelation of Jesus (New 
York : The Macmillan Company. $1.25), but the results 
are presented more formally. The four Gospels are 
taken as ‘‘the primary sources of Christianity,’’ and 
due allowance is made for the differences between the 
synoptists and John. The main topics are “ ‘fhe King- 
dom of Heaven,'’’ its life and development, ‘‘ The 
Person of Jesus the Messiah,’’ and ‘‘ The Consummation 
of the Messiah's Kingdom.'’ The treatment is schol- 
arly, and in accordance with modern methods. The 
results announced, in many particulars, differ from com- 
monly received views. Professor Gilbert regards the 
term ‘*Son of God,’’ as virtually equivalent to ‘‘ Mes- 
siah,’’ when applied by our Lord to himself; the one- 
ness with the Father is a moral one, not unity of 
essence ; the hints at pre-existence he deems inconclu- 
sive, and in most cases to be explained otherwise. In 
regard to the Jarousiza, the author finds the term used in 
different senses, and without any application to a future 
‘« personal coming.’’ These references will suggest the 
author's attitude, which is that of many recent German 
scholars. 

The topic discussed in one chapter of Professor Gil- 
bert’s book furnishes the theme for an entire volume by 
Dr. James Stalker, Zhe Christology of Jesus (New York : 
A. C. Armstrong & Son. $1.50), in which, moreover, 
only the material found in the Synoptic Gospels is ad- 
duced. After discussing ‘‘ The Importance of the Teach- 
ing of Jesus,’’ the author investigates the following titles 
of-our Lord : The Son of man, the Son of God, the Mes- 
siah, the Redeemer, and the Judge. All the resources 
of modern scholarship have been used in the preparation 
of the volume, and full bibliographical lists of recent 
works accompany most of the chapters. Two appen- 
dices give Wendt's untranslated volume on the Teaching 
of Jesus, and a dissertation on the apocryphal Book of 
Enoch. The results expressed are quite difierent from 
those reached by Professor Gilbert. Admitting th:t the 
term ‘‘Son of God"’ had been used in lower senses, 
Dr. Stalker finds in it, as. applied to our Lord, the full 
significance which the Christian Church, as a whole, has 
taught regarding his Person. Higher ground is also 
Candid and 
thorough, scholarly in his treatment, the author seems 


taken in regard to the work of Christ. 


to feel at every point that some modern conceptions of 
the Christology of Jesus imply ‘‘ that by the time of the 
earliest Christian records his followers had already dis- 
torted and mistaken him altogether, so that the history 
of Christianity was built, from the very foundation, on a 
misunderstanding and a misrepresentation, behind 
which we must, after two thousand years, get back, if 
we are to have a real Christ and a genuine Christianity ’’ 
(pp. 122, 123). That such a Christ fails to meet the 
needs of sinful humanity, he constantly intimates. 

The Monday Club, for the twenty-fifth year issues its 
volume of Sermons on the International Sunday-School 
Lessons (Boston : The Pilgrim Press. $1.25). The list 
of contributors, thirty-three in number, includes most of 
the names familiar in the past to those who have profited 
by the perusal of the volumes previously published. 
Changes have occurred in the membership from year to 
year, but the high standard of excellence has been main- 
tained for a quarter of a century. Practical and devout, 
rather than expository, this volume may be commended 
to pastors and Sunday-school teachers as its predecessors 
have been. 

A little volume by the Rev. S. F. Hotchkin, Zhe 
Living Saviour (Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs & 
Ce. §0 cents), is included in this notice, since it presses, 
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in earnest fashion, the great truth that ! 


the Lord, whose earthly life has been the 
common topic of all the books previously 
seviewed, is still the same, ** beholding 
all the sons of men as in the days of his 
Galilean ministry." Each of the eleven 
brief chapters presses one phase of this 
blessed truth. It.is a devout and com- 
forting little book, adapted, as well as de- 
signed, ‘for edification. 


%% % 


In Connection with the De Willoughby Claim, 
By Frances Hodgson Burnett. i2mo, pp. 
445. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
$1.50. 

A book to be heartily recommended to 


those who care for bright and entertaining 
fiction is Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett's 
noteworthy novel, In Connection with the 
De Willoughby Claim. Nothing that this 
author has put forth in recent years has 
been of stronger fiber than this, or gives 
evilence of riper thought, nicer discrimi- 
The plot is 
ambitious, and stretches over considerable 


nation, or cleverer handling. 


time as well as territory, but it is all so 
adroitly manipulated that it never loses 
its impression of unity, nor its hold upon 
the imagination. ‘Big Tom” De Wil- 
loughby is a real creation, and one of no 
ordinary whose ‘‘claim’’ the 
reader rejoices to see granted in the end. 


% 


charm, 


Sunshine and Other Poems. By Mary D. 
Brine. 12mo, pp. 62. Boston and Chicago : 
United Society of Christian Endeavor. -35 
cents. 


The name of Mary D. Brine is quite 
familiar to the readers of magazines and 
religious newspapers. Her admirers will 
be glad to have so many of her pieces 
grouped together in a volume under the 
title ‘‘Sunshine.’’ A deep religious feel- 
ing pervades the verse in these pages, 
while the subjects are very various, and 
the moods play in many keys. 


x % 


Books Received 


December 11 to December 18 
Cassell & Co., New York 
Milton's Earlier Poems.. Including the Trans- 
lations, by William Cowper, of those written in 
Latin and Italian. 10 cents. 
The Church Press, 104 La Salle Avenue, Chicago 
The True Lite of Christ. By Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, $1.50. 
Thomas Y. Crowell & Co., New York 
Bringing Up Boys. By Kate Upson Clark. 
So cents. 
A Preacher's Life. By Joseph Parker, D.D. 
2. 
Helps for Ambitious Boys. 
Drysdale. $1.50. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C, 
Contributions from the U. S. National Her- 
barium. Vol. V, No. 4. Issued October 3r1, 
1899. 


By William 


Wilbur B. Ketcham, New York 


Elvira Hopkins of Tompkin’s Corner. By 
Izora Chandler. 75 cents. 
Roses. By Amy Le Feuvre. 75 cents. 


God and the People. 
D.D. $1.50. 


The Mershon Co., New York 

The Land of Wonders. By Edward S. Ellis. $1. 

Through Jungle. and Wilderness, By Edward 
S. Ellis. $r. 

James Pott & Co., New York 

The Pilgrim's Progress. For the Little Ones. 
By Mrs. Edward Ashley Walker. 75 cents. 

From the Crib to the Cross. Written for the 
Little Ones. By Mrs. Edward Ashley Walker. 
75 cents. 

Bible Stories for the Little Ones. From the Crea- 
tion to Moses. By the Author of “ Earnest : 
A True Story,” ete. 75 cents. 

Bible Stories for the Little Ones. From Joshua to 
Daniel. By the Author of ‘* Earnest: A True 
Story,” etc. 75 cents. 

Stones Rolled Away. 
F.RS.E, F.GS.,LLD. $1. 

Charlies Scribner's Sons, New York 

General Introduction to the 
The Text. By William Henry Green, D.D., 
LL.D. §:.50. 

Silver, Burdett & Co., Boston 

Hawaii and Its People : The Land of Rainbow 

and Palm. By Alexander S. Twombly. $1 


The Southern Rettwey Company, Washington, 
, & 


By David James Burrell, 


The Empire of the South: An expositicn of the 


By Henry Drummond, 


Old Testament: | 


South. By Frank Presbrey. 
United Society of Christian Endeavor, Boston 
A Bible Year. By Amos R. Wells. 35 cents. 
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‘fRusiness 
Department 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost,except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page’ positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
rate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. Advertisers are free to examine the 
subscription list at any time. For Terms of Sub- 
scription, see fourteenth page. “ 


A Brave Coward.—The Chicago & North- 
Western Railway Company announces the 
publication of a thrilling story of campaign- 
ing in the Philippines, entitled ‘‘A Brave 
The famous battle of Malate, the 
charge at La Loma, a love romance, the 
career of the Tenth Pennsylvania at Manilla 


Coward.’” 


and in Luzon, the conquering of cowardice 
by a young Pennsylvanian, are all interwoven 
into one of the most delightful short stories 
of the hour yet issued. In common with the 
First Nebraska, the Thirteenth Minnesota, 
the Utah and Oregon men, and the Twentieth 
Kansas, the Tenth Pennsylvania made history 
in the war against Aguinaldo, The tale is 
superbly illustrated with half-tones, printed in 
convenient form, and will be forwarded to any 
address on receipt of 6 cents in postage by 
W. B. Kniskern, 22 Fifth Avenue, Chicago, 


Tilinois. 


——— 
A Good Openin 
for the Right Man 
Well-established, progressive firm has ex- 
cellent opening for just the right man, capable 
of growth and willing to travel, Experience 
in identical line not necessary. Applicants 
should have liberal education, though it need 
not necessarily have been obtained entirely at 
school, the faculty of acquiring and. impart- 
ing knowledge, with the ability to influence 
others, and should possess large faith and 
earnestness. Please state age, previous asso- 
ciations, character of experience and refer- 


ences, Address, Opportunity, P. O. Box 
1592, Philadelphia. 








Helps to the Sunday- 
School Lessons, 1900 


Stalker's Life of Christ. 12mo. 166 pages. Goc. 
“Exhibits, in the briefest possible space, the mian 
features and general course of the Life, and shape 
themselves into an easily comprehended whole.” 
Stalker's Imago Christi: The example of Jesus 
Christ. samo. 332 pages ft-5°. 

“ An admirable book, fitted to be a Companion for the 
cluset and a directory for the life.”’ 

Christ of History. By John Young, M.A. 
260 pages. $1.00. 

“A brilliant and admirable argument for Christ's 
divinity, derived from his life on earth. A book for 
thinkers.”” 

Life of Christ. By Hanna. Bvo. 
I pages. $1.50. 

“ The style is clear, the reconciliation of difficulties 
candid and supported by broad scholarship. A con- 
nected narrative of our Lord's life and work, including 
| the characters, motives, and feelings of the different 
actors in the events described.”’ 
| The Person of Christ. The Rev. P. Schaff, D.D. 

16mo. 3 pages. $1.00. 

“ Deals with the central fact and the mightiest force in 
| human history and belief. It is clear, convincing, and 
| edifying.” 

Birth and Boyhood of Jesus. 
cost, D.D. 407 pages. $1. 

“ Brings out the great truths 

Lord.” 
| The Life of Christ in Picture and Story. 
i puise Seymour Houghton. 4to. 295 pages. 
| Cilt extra, $2 
| _ The sanguage is simple and choice, and the narra- 
| tive so clearly and concisely carried on that the reader 
| 
j 


12mo. 


20 engravings. 








By George F. Pente- 


75: 

of the carly life of our 
By 

$1.50. 


is attracted as well as instructed.”’ 

New Pocket Edition, New Testament, with notes and 
instructions, on fine thin paper, leather, divinity cir- 
cuit, red under gold edges. 5% X4%X\% in. §r, 


postpaid, 
American Tract Society 'g0,Nesseu $t.. 


Boston, sa Bromfield St. 169 Wabash Ave 
Cincinn t, 420 Film St 


Chicago, 





Capacity, 32 


rovision or reports to 


Hom”: DEPARTMENT RECORD. 
4 ite soo name 


ol, secretary's minutes, treasurer's report, etc, | 
Complete. Bext Cheapest. Cloth bound; 8 pages. 
socts ,postpaid Heidelberg Press, 1308 Arch St., Phila 
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interesting. 


cost only one cent enc 


ON THE “LIFE OF CHRIST.”’ 


Our pictures are a positive success, and wherever used always prove useful and 
They are all printed with great care on heavy plate paper, 6X8 inches large, and 


We heartily urge every teacher of the “ Life of Christ” to try them for at least 
one quarter, as we know they prove satisfactory to every user 


For ten cents we will send you ten different samples and full catalog of subjects. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 






























Double 
Your /ncome 


If your present employment 
does not take up all of your time, 
it is quite possible that you can 
double your income by taking 
the agency for your town for 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 
AND 


The Saturday Evening Post 





You can surely make every 
minute of your time profitable. 

We want energetic workers to 
secure new subscribers and re- 
newals. 

We allow liberal commissions, 
Also, liberal rebates for large 
clubs, 

Aud, in addition, we are going 
to reward 764 of our most suc- 
cessful — with $18,000 at 
the end of the season. 

You may make five hundred or a 
thousand dollars during the Winter 
in addition to commissions that 
would ordinarily be deemed ample 
compensation for the work. 

Write. 

The Curtis Publishing Company, Pilladeiphia 





There is a way 
To do things RIGHT 








The Hammond System 
of S. S. Records 
tells the story. 








It is a Card System, 

It is Perfectly Simple. 

It is Absolutely Accurate, 
It is Entirely Complete, 


It is in use in ALL the most 
Progressive Schools in the U. S. 
And also in English-Speaking Europe. 


The best evidence that it is a success is the 
fact that unscrupulous people have imitated it, 





but there is only one Hammond S$ » and 
that was invented and is publish the 


undersigned, who will very cheerfully send 
you full detailed information, with samples. 
THEO. M. HAMMOND, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Nelsons’ — 
Teacher’s 
Bibles 

















San Francisco, 637 Market St. | 


contain New Helps, 350° il- 
lustrations, New Concord- 
ence, New Maps. 

The Helps are just what Sunday-school teachers 
want. The IMustrations are from recent photographs. 








The dance is the most complete 7 produced 
The Maps are specially engraved from the latest sur- 
| veys, and have t ee | index 


| he Sunday School Times says: ‘‘ The Nelson 
| Teacher's Bible is of high crede.’’ ** The work 
| is exceiient.’’ All styles and prices. For sale by all 
bookeellers, or send for catalog. THOMAS NELSON 
| & SONS, publishers, 27 Fa=t 18th Street, New York 


| By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 

These maps cover all Biblical 
Geography, and contain all recent 
discoveries The map of Pales- 
Egypt and Sinai Gee, fa gspectally peary i r 

, the Sunday-schoo! iessons of the 
St. Paul's Traveis coming your 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohio. 


Palestine 
Western Asia 


nece 


1,322,103 Sovemner 1, 1999 


The Bow of Promise 


Por Sabbath-Schools, Missionary 
rand Revival Meetings 


The Bow of Promise is a fitting companion to Finest of 
the Wheat, Nos. 1 and 2, aan more than two million 
voices attest their great superiority. Edited by Geo, 
D. Elderkin for Chaplain \ cCabe, John RK. Sweney, 

m. Kirkpatrick, the Whyte Brothers of Canada, 
and F. A. Hardin 

COMMENDATIONS 

$ From Jonn P Hitwis, Evangelist: ‘* Dear Sirs: Tl have 
carefully examined your new Goon,” Bow or Promise,” 
and am delighted with it. J feared that in petting outa 
new book you could not equal’ Finest of the heat, 
No. 2,’ but I have concluded that dear old ‘ Finest 
of the Wheat’ has been surpassed by this new collece 
tion of songs. Jt ought to have a ready sale.” 

From J. W. Sroxrsrvry, First Tenor of Missouri 
Conference Quartette: “* The‘ Row or Pr ‘aod 
sample pages ordered came to hand, and | have care- 
fully examined every new piece m the book, and they 
are gems, every one, which, with the older pieces, make 
it a collection of songs that has not been excelled.” 


OMIS 


Price, 30 cents, postpaid 
12 copies, by express, NOT PREPAID . 


. $3.00 
100 Copies, by express or freight, NOT PREPA 


Ip 25.00 


Finest of the Wheat, No. 1 
Finest of the Wheat, No. 2. 

Price of No 1 or No 2: Single copy, po: tpcid, 
cents; 12 copies by express, not projx.id, Fo.60. 

copies by express or freight, not prepaid, $5 


Finest of the Wheat, No. 1 and 2 Combined 
Single copy, postpaid. so cents, 12 copies 
not prepaid, $5.40; 100 copies by express 


prepaid, $45.00 


R. R. McCABE & CO., Publishers 
170 South Clinton Street, Chicago 


SACRED SONGS 


No. 2. 


By Sankey, McGranahan and 
Stebbins. A targe majority of the 
pieces in this book are entire ly new, « 
ne er before published. It contains the 
new solos, ** The Story that Never 
Grows O14," Prva Plein,” 

Litt'e While,’’ ‘‘ Do Th . Know?" 


35 
1090 
oo 


by express, 
or freight, not 








éetc., now being suns bw Mr. Sanxeyv, 
. Same styles and prices as “‘ Sacerrp 
SonGs, No 3 of which over 690,000 copies have 
already been sold 
Price, $< persion) Sample copy, post free, 20 cents 


PHONOGRAPH RECORDS of the above 
Songs, made by Ira D. Sankey. may also be had. 
The Biglow & Main Co., New Vork and Chicago 


The Story of 
Jesus Christ 


By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps 


24 fine illustrations, $2.00 


“It should be used in every Sunday-school, 
for it must prove invaluable both to teacher and 
pupil in giving a vivid impression of the country, 
time, people, and customs which played their 
part in the life of Christ."'—Boston Advertiser. 


Sold by all booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston 








Stirring Bible Studies 
(Publighed last year as ** Fifty-two 


A book for all interested in Sunday-schocl 
work. It contains original and striking questions 
on all the S. S. Lessons for 1g00. Also sugges- 
tions for hundreds of addresses on new phases of 
Christian thought. 

It was an inspiration to thousands in 1299. 
Mailed free, anywhere, on receipt of 35 cents. 


THE BRADLEY-GARRETSON CO., Limited 
TORONTO, CANADA 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new sub- 
scribers. ‘These rates include postage : 

Five or more copies to separate 
75 cts. addresses will hereafter be sent at 


a reduced rate of 75 cents each, per year. (The 
former rate was $1.00.) 


$ 1 .00 Less than 


than one, 
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‘Work ano Workers 


Where Young Women are 
Trained for Christian 
Service 


HE Northfield Training School for 
Young Women, of which D. L. Moody 

is president, is in the midst of one of its 
most successful years of work. 
students 


Over sixty 
attendance, several of 
whom are in preparation for the foreign 
field ; others, for 
others, for work 


are in 
city mission work ; 
in the rurai districts ; 
and all for some form of service in con- 
nection with the church of Christ. 

Mr. Moody is greatly encouraged, not 
only with the number and class of stu- 
dents who are availing themselves of the 
privileges of the school, but also because 
of the way in which those who go out 
from it are being used of God. It is his 
purpose to train a class of workers who 
caft reach the non-churchgoers in the city 
slums and the scarcely less needy multi- 
tudes in out-of-the-way country neighbor- 
hoods, in which every state in the Union 
abounds, and which are the perplexity of 
the missionary societies. 

The principal of the training-school, 
Miss L. S. Halsey, East Northfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, will be glad to correspond 
with any young women who wish to take 
such a course of training. A phase of the 
work which has developed this year has 
been requests for workers from various 
pastors who were about to undertake spe- 
cial services in their parishes, or who for 
some other reason wanted temporary help 
in parish visitation. Mr. Moody has 
been glad to be able to furnish them. 
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Cregon Sunday-School 
Convention 


By President A. A. Morse 


HE fourteenth annual convention of 

the Oregon State Sunday-school As- 
| sociation, at Albany, October 26-28, was 
la success, but it must be confessed that 
| 


| many of us went to Albany feeling that, 





the work of the 
Oregon State Association would end with 
this convention. The first session proved 
that the Association was not to die. 

The Rev. 
the convention on his work as the Sun- 
in 
the Congregational Church, 
| since January 


R. A. Rowley, addressing 


this state for 
stated that 
1 he has organized forty- 
| six new Sunday-schools, and the people 
thronged to hear him, 


day-school missionary 


and appealed to 
| him to ‘*come over into our valley and 


organize a school for us. In speaking 
of the dense ignorance of the people in 
some parts of the state, he cited the case 
of a young lady of twenty years of age 
who was ignorant of the fact that Christ 
died to save sinners, she never having 
| heard that there was any such being as 
our Saviour, and his mission on earth was 
an entire revelation to-her. 

Miss Carrie Millspaugh, the Rev. Hu- 
Malone, and T. S. 
The 
Ghormley's address raised the 


ber Ferguson, J. G. 
| Mel Janiel, made effective addresses. 
Rev. J. F. 
question, ‘‘Are the International Lessons 
the Best ?"’ 
Mrs. M. 


| and Kindergarten Work"’ 


which was warmly discussed. 
L. Bardon’s paper on ‘‘ Primary 
produced much 
discussion. 

The secretary's report showed the total 
number of schools enrolled to be 982. To 
this number should be added forty-nine 
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schools in the outlying districts of our 
counties that have been organized during 
the summer, but of which no previous 
report had been received. The total en- 
rolment of the schools of the state ts 72,- 
425, and the number added to the church 
from the various schools is 2,347. There 
is a slight falling off from the previous 
year, but the decrease is owing to the 
closing up or consolidation of schools. 

A proposition was received from the 
Washington State Association to join with 
them and Idaho in a tri-state convention, 
to be held in the spring or early summer 
of 1900, at some point—say Walla Walla, 
Washington—that could be easily reached 
by the workers of each of the three states. 
Oregon will co-operate. 

The following officers were elected for 
the coming year: President, A. A. Morse 
of Portland ; first vice-president, George F. 
Billings of Ashland; second vice-presi- 
dent, L. E. Penland of Helix ; secretary, 
A. M. Smith of Portland ; financial secre- 
tary and treasurer, 1. H. Amos of Port- 
land ; superintendent of primary depart- 
ment, Mrs. C. M. Kiggins of Portland ; 
superintendent of normal department, 
Mrs. V. K. Watson of Portland ; superin- 
tendent of house-to-house visitation de- 
partment, T. S. McDaniel of Portland. 
The superintendency of the Home Depart- 
ment was left for the Executive Commit- 
tee to fill. 


Portland, Ore. 
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WHY THE CONFEDERACY FAILED 


Toward the end of the Civil War papers containing the plans of campaign, whereby Grant and 
Sherman were to codperate, were mysteriously stolen from the War Department at Washington, 
and a trusted member of the Confederate Secret Service Bureau was deputed to put them into the 
This daring attempt and how it failed—an almost unknown 
chapter of history—are the subjects of an intensely interesting short story. 


By JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS 
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It contains the text 
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Freer er _ 


HIS little book, is- 

sued from year to 
year, has grown so 
popular that, should 
we discontinue pub- 
purchasers would be disappointed. 
of all the lessons (in both versions) 


in the International Series for igoo, with lesson titles and 


Golden Texts, and with fifty-two blank pages for notes. 
the thing for convenient use when 


help is not at hand. 
book with one at all tim 


Just 
the Bible or lesson 


Its size makes it possible to have the 


es. Spare moments may thus be 


utilized in studying ‘‘ next Sunday's lesson."’ 
It is an ideal present from teacher to class, and from 
superintendent to teachers. 


From the Rev. Dr 
thoroughly utilizab le by me 

From Farrn Latimer 
beauty.”” 


From Juusa F.. Pre 


4. F. SCHAUFFLER : 


**It is capitally gotten up, and will be 
during the next year. 


* The little book is a gem, a model of convenience and 


x: “ Perhaps only a New-Englander, wading through the 


drifts of a blinding snowstorm, can fully appreciate the convenient size of 


these little books. 
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Bound in « 
pages, measuring, 
25 cents ; 
more, gO cents cach. 


loth, with side stamp in color and gold. 
with covers, 
five or more, 20 cents. 


Size, 24% Xginches. 227 
\ wch tn thickness. Single copy, by mail, 


Bound wn fine leather, 50 cents; five or 


John D. Waitles & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 
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Work and UWlorkers 


Where Young Women are 
Trained for Christian 
Service 


HE Northfield Training School for 
Young Women, of which D. L. Moody 
is president, is in the midst of one of its 
most successful years of work. Over sixty 
students are in attendance, several of 
whom are in preparation for the foreign 
field ; others, for city mission work; 
others, for work in the rural districts ; 
and all for some form of service in con- 
nection with the church of Christ. 

Mr. Moody is greatly encouraged, not 
only with the number and class of stu- 
dents who are availing themselves of the 
privileges of the school, but also because 
of the way in which those who go out 
from it are being used of God. It is his 
purpose to train a class of workers who 
caf reach the non-churchgoers in the city 
slums and the scarcely less needy multi- 
tudes in out-of-the-way country neighbor- 
hoods, in which every state in the Union 
abounds, and which are the perplexity of 
the missionary societies. 

The principal of the training-school, 
Miss L. S. Halsey, East Northfield, Mas- 
sachusetts, will be glad to correspond 
with any young women who wish to take 
such a course of training. A phase of the 
work which has developed this year has 
been requests for workers from various 
pastors who were about to undertake spe- 
cial services in their parishes, or who for 
some other reason wanted temporary help 
in parish visitation. Mr. Moody has 
been glad to be able to furnish them. 
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Cregon Sunday-School 
Convention 


By President A. A. Morse 


HE fourteenth annual convention of 
the Oregon State Sunday-school As- 
sociation, at Albany, October 26-28, was 
a success, but it must be confessed that 
many of us went to Albany feeling that, 
unless some way opened, the work of the 
Oregon State Association would end with 
this convention. The first session proved 
that the Association was not to die. 

The Rey. R. A. Rowley, addressing 
the convention on his work as the Sun- 
day-school missionary in this state for 
j he Congregational Church, stated that 
since January 





1 he has organized forty- 
| six new Sunday-schools, and the people 
| thronged to hear him, 


and appealed to 
him to ‘‘come over into our valley and 
organize a school for us." In speaking 
| of the dense ignorance of the people in 
| some parts of the state, he cited the case 
of a young lady of twenty years of age 
who was ignorant of the fact that Christ 
died to save sinners, she never having 
heard that there was any such being as 
our Saviour, and his mission on earth was 
an entire revelation to~her. 

Miss Carrie Millspaugh, the Rev. Hu- 
ber Ferguson, J. G. Malone, and T. S. 
McDaniel, made effective addresses. The 
| Rev. J. F. Ghormley'’s address raised the 
| question, 
| the Best ? warmly discussed. 
Mrs. M. L. Bardon’s paper on ‘‘ Primary 
and Kindergarten Work"’ produced much 





‘*Are the International Lessons 


which was 


| discussion. 
The secretary's report showed the total 
number of schools enrolled to be 982. To 
| this number should be added forty-nine 
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schools in the outlying districts of our 
counties that have been organized during 
the summer, but of which no previous 
report had been received. The total en- 
rolment of the schools of the state ts 72,- 
425, and the number added to the church 
from the various schools is 2,347. There 
is a slight falling off from the previous 
year, but the decrease is owing to the 
closing up or consolidation of schools. 

A proposition was received from the 
Washington State Association to join with 
them and Idaho in a tri-state convention, 
to be held in the spring or early summer 
of 1900, at some point—say Walla Walla, 
Washington—that could be easily reached 
by the workers of each of the three states. 
Oregon will co-operate. 

The following officers were elected for 
the coming year: President, A. A. Morse 
of Portland ; first vice-president, George F. 
Billings of Ashland ; second vice-presi- 
dent, L. E. Penland of Helix ; secretary, 
A. M. Smith of Portland ; financial secre- 
tary and treasurer, I. H. Amos of Port- 
land ; superintendent of primary depart- 
ment, Mrs. C. M. Kiggins of Portland ; 
superintendent of normal department, 
Mrs. V. K. Watson of Portland ; superin- 
tendent of house-to-house visitation de- 
partment, T. S. McDaniel of. Portland. 
The superintendency of the Home Depart- 
ment was left for the Executive Commit- 
tee to fill. 


Portland, Ore. 


Elameline 


is perfectly ODORLESS, 
and that is another reason 
why it is the Modern Stove 
Polish. You will not have 
to move out of the house 
until it “burns off,” if you 
use Enameline. “My stove 
shines in the night,” a lady 
writes. Put up in paste, 
cake or liquid form, No 
other has so large a sale. 


J.L.PRESCOTT & CO., New York 
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A delicious dessert for 
MOLIDAY DINNERS 

Just as good and pure as the 
choicest fruits, fine seasoning 
and our 40 years experience 
can make it. 

Put up in convenient size 
key opening cans — ready to 
serve, Ask your grocer. 


Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago. 


New edition “Sty Make Good Things to 











In ordering £00ds, or in making inguiry pom J 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 
publishers and the advertise? by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





Christmas Stories, Poems and Special Articles in this number by 


regularly published as a weekly paper for 171 years. It is an illustrated magazine published weekly. 
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THE 
SATURDAY 
EVENING 

POST'S 


Christmas Number 


(DOUBLE NUMBER) 
On All News-Stands 


DECEMBER 21! 





No Increase in Price. Five Cents the Copy 


RUDYARD KIPLING’S 


New Story—GARM: A HOSTAGE 


Reintroducing Private Ortheris; the first short 
story written by Mr. Kipling since his illness. 








. JUSTIN McCARTHY, M. P. MARY E. WILKINS 
IAN MACLAREN FRANK L. STANTON 
EDWIN MARKHAM MAJOR J. B. POND 


WHY THE CONFEDERACY FAILED 


Toward the end of the Civil War papers containing the plans of campaign, whereby Grant and 
Sherman were to codperate, were mysteriously stolen from the War Department at Washington, 
and a trusted member of the Confederate Secret Service Bureau was deputed to put them into the 
hands of Jefferson Davis’ Cabinet. This daring attempt and how it failed—an almost unknown 
chapter of history—are the subjects of an intensely interesting short story. 


By JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS 


THE SATURDAY EVENING POST was established in 1728 by Benjamin Franklin, and has been 





To be had of All Newsmen at 5 cents the Copy, or sent by mail 5 months, on trial, for $1.00 
THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


a FISK 








Educational 
















RS INCREASE YOUR SALARY 
»/ Arcee by study “ after hours.” We fit you to fill 
yA the highest places. We have started thou- 


Use a Binder 














A great many of the readers of The Sunday 





ehind the ‘force msg useagh "Eatcacion "Ml School Times wish to preserve their papers and 
le the educated mind which plane Corll Rene taaNigtenl, Wicnm. Bite and have them in convenient form for reference, The 
You can te to whigher pexison] | | gober. Matas Sage wed "Beet Pianta don he pteied ep BSE 
2 seuaeatee Vilenene te that ietsme Prien seney terme. Bent Sree The volume is not cramped at the back as whea 
"A easteahont I a hl the old style of binder is used, but opens wide 
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and easy like a flexible-sewed book. 


Education 14 Fifth Ave., New York, 








Most thorough and complete 
BY MAIL. cvuree of any 
We have prepared suo:cssful Mechanical school in the world. vue andes 
“ieleat or Steam. Epgtneera, "Arebi- Sand Sv ertieaey He Wt, Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 
teeta, Surveyors, Chemista, Corres- 





pondenta, Stenographers and Book. — Single one, 90 cents, postpaid. 

















keepers. Write for circular. M Thoroughly trains young men oO © we, 7 ‘ j 
gis eeotnaton you bed. nl Ry AST MAN fate tm af _ Gulineek, ane Two or more, 75 cents each, postpaid 
e Internation»! Correspondence choo - ~ , 
Box 1257, Scranton, Pa. is POUGHKEEP Saroedion aS in hg Cloth and fuller’s board, flexible. An excellent 
SIE. #.Y. son Full information in | Binder, although very plain 
= . C. C. GAINES, Box 272, Poughl | 
-& & Ss, x 272, Poughkeepsie, N. ¥ | Single onc, 60 cents, postpaid 
Do NOT - . 7 ts enact , 
S$ M PARIS AND EUROPE IN 1900 Beivate | wo or more, so cents each, postpaid 
" . parties 

y you CAM BE CURES conducted byProf. Camille Thurwanger, 31 Pierce Midg., The flexible Binder makes a hondier volume 





Can refer to John D. W blishers 
The Sunday 2 Times a See aad 





Boston. Pocket Gui , ari . s 
~~ me a Culse Book of Paris free ; send stamp for the reader, while the stiff Binder may be 


. 4 -*. somewhat better for th ‘rmanent. preservati 
Send for sew Mustrated book to the Philadelphia In- AMERICAN mewhat better fo xe permane preservation 


stitute, 1033 Sprin 
1884. Edwin S. | 
cured himself afte 


Garden St., Phila., Pa. Established | of the papers. 


ohnston, founder and principal, who! Fire Insurance Company, 


© stammering forty years. Hos, 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. | John D. Wattles & Co., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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COPYRIGHT. 


“°*TIS LOVE THAT MAKES THE 


WORLD 
go round,’’ but 


SAPOLIO 


that brightens it. Sapolio is a solid cake of 
Scouring Soap. Try it. 


Love’s Labor Lost by cm woman who strives to 
please her household, and works herself to death in the 
effort. If the house does not look as bright as a pin, she 
gets the blame—if things are upturned while house- 
cleaning goes on—why, blame her again, One yomedy 
is within her reach li she uses Sapolio everything will 
look clean, and the reign of bouce-cleaning disorder will | 
be quickly over. No. 28, | 





% Safe Investments 


in real-estate first mortgages, as placed by us for | 
21 years, have never fatled once. One investor | 
writes to us: ‘‘ Since 1892 I have been carefully 
selecting some of your choice loans, and have | 
never lost a dollar, and, when other securities faiied, | 
have been tided over many evil days because | could al 
ways depend upon the income from your,mortgages.”’ 
Write to us for our list of loans in the blackwaxy belt 
of ‘Texas and in Oklahoma. Loans guaranteed. 
THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


74% on North Dakota Real Estate first mortgage 
2 5 year loans. Progressive community. ef- 
erences furnished. KH. Erickson, Langdon, N. Dakota. 


VIRGINIA FARMS POR SALE—Good land, good 
neighbors, schools and churches convenient. Mild, 
healthy climate, free from extreme of both heat and cold. 
Low prices and easy terms. Write for free oh, 

RK. B. CHAFFIN & CO. (inc.), Richmond, Va. 


Coffee Eyes 


Diseased and Weak Eyes Helped by 
Leaving off Coffee 

‘*Father would never let his two daughters 

drink coffee, so, until I was married, I never 

learned to like it.) When baby came, some of 

my lady friends advised me to take up tea and 





coffee, which I did, on their advice. Shortly 
after, | became extremely nervous, ‘and my eyes | 
began troubling me. This grew until I could 
neither read or sew, and the inflammation and 
pain was great. | 


‘*Our good doctor was baffled, and advised a 


shaded room. For a month I lived in darkness. 
. . | 
My appetite failed ; yet, to keep up, I still took | 


the tea and coffee. Finally I went to visit in a | 


family that used Postum Food Coffee instead of 


| 


common coffee. I began toimprove daily, and 
at the end of four weeks returned home, taking 
with me a package of Postum, and told the | 
cook to prepare it for breakfast, but not one of 
us could drink the flat, insipid stuff, as served | 
that morning. 

‘Suddenly we remembered poor Bridget 
could not read. I had the Postum prepared | 
then according to directions, and found we 
could make it as well as my friend had. When | 
the package gave out, it was so far from our 
ranch to the store, that we began to use some | 
old-fashioned coffee we had in the house. At 
once my eyes beganto inflame and pain. I 
naturally concluded that coffee was the cause of 
it; just why or how, no one could say, but I im- 
mediately discontinued the coffee, and, as soon 
as some new Postum could be secured, began to | 
use it again. 

"This was four years ago, and since that 
time my eyes have given me no trouble but once ; 
then I visited some friends, and, rather than ap- 
pear fussy, drank coffee whenever they did, 


anticipating no bad results, for my eyes had been 





strong so long, but in a day the head began to 
ache above the eyes, and the eyes became 
bloodshot, and before the end of the week were 
so bad I was obliged to go home. No tempta- 
tion since has been enough to make me touch 
coffee, and, whenever | find a listener, I sing the 
praises of Postum Food Coffee My father, | 
who had been a coffee-user so many years, died 
while yet in his prime Stomach and heart 
trouble,’ the doctor said. Poisoned by coffee, I 
absolutely know. Mrs. Lena Austin, Placer- 
ville, Idaho. 
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Housework Is Hard Work 


without Gold Dust. 
It lightens the labor 
of cleaning more 
than half and saves 
both time and money. 
It is ‘‘Woman’s Best 
Friend, Dirt’s Worst 
Enemy.” 


Send for free booklet— Golden Rules 
for Housework.”’ 


THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY 
Chicago St.Louis NewYork Boston 
































A Supplemental Bible 


Question Course 


By JOHN 


In Book 
Form 


B. SMITH 








REAT interest has been shown in Mr. Smith’s question course 

as published in The Sunday School Times during 1899. The 
course will not appear in the paper during 1900, but a new course, 
based on what has already appeared, entirely recast and greatly im- 


proved, is now in press in book form. 


It will be possible for a 


superintendent to have the entire course of fifty-two lessons before 


him at once. 
or reference at odd moments. 


He can slip the little book into his pocket for study 
He can start his school in it at any 


time of the year, and, if he is obliged to miss a Sunday for any 
reason, he can go right on with the course where he left off, as the 
lessons in the book will have no reference to any date, but are 
merely divided into quarters for convenience, 


What the Course Teaches 


It is in the plan of these lessons to put 
any school or class that will faithfully use 
them in possession of the following in- 
formation. 

1. The names and grand divisions of 
the Bible, the spirit and object for which 
the Bible was given, and the use we 
should make of it. 

2. A brief outline of the life of Jesus, 
and an ability to tell the good news he 
brought. 

3. An outline of the history of the 
Jewish nation. ° 

4. Some connected knowledge of the 
world's history. 

5. Ten to twenty verses designated by 
their titles ; for example, The Golden 
Rule, The Little Gospel, The Faithful 
Saying, etc. 

6. Ten to twenty eminent chapters 
known by their titles or contents ; for 


example, 1 Corinthians 13, Revelation 
22, Matthew 5, etc. 

7. The descriptive appellations of 
thirty to fifty persons ; for example, An 
Israelite indeed, The Father of the 
Faithful, ete. 

8. ‘The names of twenty to thirty Bible 
places, and the chief events that have 
made them famous. 

9. The Ten Commandments, The Ist 
Psalm, 23d Psalm, The Beatitudes, The 
Lord's Prayer, The Apostles’ Creed. For 
securing familiarity with these the help 
of the superintendent in often using one 
or more of them in the opening or clos- 
ing exercises is chiefly relied upon. 

10. Twenty other choice passages, with 
some idea of their meaning and use, and 
the place where they are found. 

11. The ability to find Bible refer- 
ences promptly, and to enjoy it. 





The Question Course will be issued in a book of about 125 pages, bound 


in cloth, Advance orders may be entered now. 


early issue. Price, 50 cents, 


The book is in press for 


John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 








copies of a letter, piece of 
music, drawing, or any writ- 
in z can be made on a Lawton 
Simplex Printer. No wash- 
ing... No wetting of paper. 
Send for circulars and samples 
of work, Agents wanted. 
80 Vi St,, New York. 
LAWTON & CO., 30 Yerey St, Now York. 
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Wont Work- 


Because it isn’t mounted on 
THE IMPROVED 


HARTSHORN 


SHADE ROLLER. 
A perfect article. No tacks re 
anired. Notice name on rollet 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this 





paper, you will oblige the publishers, as 
well as the advertiser, by stating that you | 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday | 
School Times. 


CALIFORNIA 
GREAT 


ROCK ISLAND 
ROUTE 


LOW RATES ON OUR PERSONALLY CON- 
DUCTED EXCURSIONS IN PULLMAN 
TOURIST SLEEPERS. 

Scenic Route leaves Chicago every Thursday 
via Colorado Springs and Salt Lake to Calitornia 

and Pacific Coast Points. 

Southern Route leaves Chicago every Tuesday 
via Kansas City, Ft. Worth and Ei Paso to Les 
Angeles and San Francisco. 

These Tour'st Cars of latest pattern are at- 
tached to Past Passenger Trains, and their 
popularity is evidence that we offer the best. 
Por full information and free !i' e-a*ure address 
H. S. RAY, wt So. oth St., Philadelphia, Pa 


JONN SEP ASTIAN, G. P. A., Chicago. 
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“TRE continual breaking of 

lamp-chimneys costs a 
good deal in the course of a 
year. 

Get Macbeth’s “pearl top” 
or “pearl glass.” You will 
have no more trouble with 
breaking from heat. You will 
have clear glass instead of 
misty ; fine instead of rough ; 
right shape instead of wrong; 
and uniform, one the same as 


another. 


Our “Index” describes a/7 lamps and their 
Proper chimneys. With it you can always orde 
the right size and shape of chimney for any lamp. 
We mail it FREE to any one who writes for i, 


Address Macsetu, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





B. & B.- 


Be kind enough 


to investigate this Dry Goods store’s claim 
that it sells choice Silks, Dress Goods, and 
other Dry Goods, and saves you money. 

You can do it without trouble or expense. 

Nothing to lose—and we'll leave it to your 
own judgment of goods and prices as to how 
much there’s to gain. ! 

So much that we expect to win your orders. 

Get samples of the 42-inch all-wool Black 
Dress Goods—Drap d’etes, . . . . §50€. 

And rich Waist Silks—dressy midwinter 
wm, . ate SVS 3 eee 

A special for winter sewing—English Long 
Cloth—yard wide—12 yards in piece—$1.25 
piece—nice, firm, excellent cloth at a price 
under the market. 

Send for our Dry Goods Price Book—and 
special Book Catalog. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 





RALSTON HEALTH: 
SHOES arc. Price, $422 


The next time you buy a pair of shoes ask 
your dealer for these 
shoes or order them direct 
from the factory. We 
guarantee you thorough 
satisfaction, comfort, ft, 
good appearance, and best 
materials. 


Write for free catalogue. 


RALSTON HEALTH 
SHOE MAKERS, 


ies Campello, Mass. ¢ 





~ SEND TO | 


H. O’ Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 


The 
California 
Limited 


Finest train west of Chicago. 


66 hours to Los Angeles, via 
Santa Fe Route. 


Pullmans, Dining Car, Buffet- 
Smoking Car (with barber 
shop), Observation Car (with 
ladies’ parlor). 

Vestibuled and electric- 

lighted throughout. 


Four times a week—Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, 8.00 P. M. from 
Chicago. 


E. F. Burnett, G. E. P. Agt. 


The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
Railway, 


377 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
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The Sunday School Vimes intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of a party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, the 
publishers will refund to subscribers any money that they lose thereby. 





